
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes 

Sunday, November 13, 2011 

5:30 p.m. 

The Basler House 

845 N. 8
th

 St. 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Board Members Present: Jeff Duhé, Chair; Cherine Patin, Treasurer; Derek White; Margaret Fox; Allan Williams; 

June Pulliam, Recording Secretary; Michael Beck, Travis Moore 

Members/Guests Present: Shawn O’Brien, Beverly LaBauve, Fr. Pat Mascarella, Pat Tessier, Derrell Cohoon 

Chair Duhé called to order the board meeting of the Historic Spanish Town Civic Association at 5:35. With the 

presence of eight (8) board members, a quorum was declared and the meeting was commenced. 

Approval of Minutes 

Chair Duhé handed out the minutes from the October 2011 meeting. The minutes were amended to reflect the 

following: Patin’s name was misspelled; Patin voted for Travis Moore for Chair, not Jeff Duhé; Pulliam’s name was 

misspelled; Pulliam voted for Jeff Duhé for Chair, not Travis Moore; no proxies were used in the vote at the 

October meeting and so there were 7 board members voting. The final vote was 4-3 in favor of Duhé for Chair.  

Moore motioned that the minutes be corrected as stated. Fox seconded the motion, which carried. 

Patin requested that we follow the bylaws in written proxies in Article 6, Section 3.  

White moved that we approve all of the minutes as corrected. Beck seconded approval, and the motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Patin reported we currently have $7,868.22 in our account, which includes deposits of $465 and $200 petty cash. 

Patin requested that we determine how much money is owed the Beautification and Security Committees. Moore, 

chair of the Beautification Committee, stated that it is owed $986. Patin requested a copy of the September 2011 

minutes that show she is now the HSTCA treasurer so she can go to the bank and be put on the checking account. 

Patin further requested that we register an additional check signature in case the Treasurer is unavailable.  

Williams motioned that we have two signers on our checking account. Pulliam seconded the motion, which 

carried unanimously.   

Duhé motioned that the vice chair be the second person to sign checks. White seconded the motion, which 

carried unanimously. 

Williams and Duhé reported that we are still waiting to receive $6,250 from the Downtown Development District, 

but that the money should be arriving soon.  



Patin was instructed by Duhé to return the $200 she has in petty cash to the HSTCA checking account. Patin noted 

that the HSTCA’s current bank charged $197.42 to merely order checks! 

Pulliam motioned that we change our account to a credit union, and Jeff made a substitute motion that we 

empower Patin to investigate where we can get the best deal.  Fox seconded the motion, which carried. 

Beautification Committee Report 

Moore reported that the most recent House and Yard of the Quarter was awarded to Allen Kirkpatrick, and that 

the Beautification Committee has a spare drake elm that should be planted somewhere on Spanish Town Road. 

Pulliam agreed to talk to Ann Spice and Gerald Woods, whose home on Spanish Town Road. 

Beck reported that he has used most of the block grant money he was awarded to eradicate paper mulberries in 

Spanish Town, and that anyone else who requires assistance removing one of these trees should contact Moore. 

Moore reported that he is creating a list of suggested projects for the betterment of Spanish Town. This list would 

be given to the Downtown Development District. Moore requested that we add items to this list, which might 

include purchasing of doggie bags for the dog poop stations, having the speed limit lowered on our streets, or the 

purchase and placement of security cameras. 

Security Report 

Williams reported that everything pertaining to security has already been contained in the e-mails that have been 

sent out via the Google group. 

The Board then began to discuss the creation of an active security patrol in Spanish Town now that we have the 

funds. Williams reported that we have a contract with Baton Rouge City Police to patrol Spanish Town, and this 

document was awaiting Duhe’s signature.  However, before the contract could be signed, we needed to determine 

how many hours per week the officers will be working so that we can set a budget. Baton Rouge Police officers 

charge $31.25 an hour. Williams explained that the police normally patrol only in 4 hour increments, and it is 

difficult to schedule them to patrol for a shorter block of time.  Moreover, these officers will not patrol the same 

hours every night, as that would establish a predictable routine that criminals could determine.  

Because the number of hours per week that officers will patrol is contingent upon how much money we have to 

spend, the Board needed to determine a security budget for the year. Duhé proposed that as we have $11,800 

available to us right now, the Board must decide if the budget will also include the $5000 we are projected to 

receive from the DDD throughout 2012.  

Duhé asked the Board to vote on whether or not the anticipated, not-in-hand $5,000 would be included in the 

Security Budget. The Board voted not to include this amount but, rather, to keep it in reserve to spend 

throughout 2012 as security conditions warrant. 

Williams motioned that the Board approve the budgeting of 8 hours a week for security and begin the patrols 

immediately. White seconded the motion, which carried. After this plan and motion was passed, Duhé signed the 

contract to begin security patrols. 

 

 



Other Business 

Duhé spoke with the Department of Public Works about changing Whitaker Lane’s street sign to Kismet Alley on all 

supporting documentation, maps, etc. As this is the proper and correct name of the street, not Whittaker. Resident 

Pat Tessier, in attendance, spoke in opposition to this change, noting the name Whittaker has been the commonly-

known street name for many years. White motioned to continue the process with DPW to change Whitaker Lane 

to Kismet Alley. The motion was seconded by Patin and passed by a 5-2 vote. 

Duhé discussed the new Convention Street Park to be built by BREC. A meeting about this park was to be held  

Nov. 17
th

. No action was required by the Board at this time, 

Duhé distributed information from the Historic Planning Commission of changes which have disenfranchised 

Spanish Town’s representation on the HPC.  

Duhé reported that he has received word via David Brown that Occupy Baton Rouge wished to set up camp in 

Baton Rouge on the site of the old Dept. of Insurance Building. White motioned that the Board not support the 

Occupiers setting up a base of operations in Spanish Town. This motion expressing disapproval of the Occupy 

encampment passed by a 4-2 vote. 

Duhé informed the Board that Vice Chair Terri McKinney had resigned. Patin motioned that we declare a vacant 

seat and solicit candidates for this position. This motion was seconded by Beck, and the motion carried. White 

nominated Shawn O’Brien to become a Board member; her nomination was seconded by Williams, and O’Brien 

was elected to the Board without objection. 

Duhé motioned to elect a Vice Chair, which was seconded by Beck and carried unanimously. O’Brien nominated 

Moore as Vice Chair, which was seconded by Patin and carried unanimously.   

There being no further business, Duhé motioned to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Williams and 

carried by all.   

Respectfully submitted, 

June Pulliam 

HSTCA Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 


