
HISTORIC SPANISH TOWN CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MINUTES

Sunday, August 8, 2010
6:30 p.m.

The Basler House
845 N. Eighth Street, Baton Rouge, LA

Board Members Present:  Jeff Duhe’, Chair; Steve Carroll; Terri McKinney,
Recording Secretary; Travis Moore and June
Pulliam.

Members/Guests: Toni Higginbotham, Lee Higginbotham, Beverly
Lebeau, Pat Mascarella, Shawn O’Brien and Allan
Williams.

Chair Jeff Duhe’ called the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Historic
Spanish Town Civic Association to order. With the presence of five (5) board
members, a quorum was declared, and the meeting commenced.

Approval of Minutes

Terri McKinney handed out the Minutes from the July meeting. 

A motion was made by Jeff Duhe’ that the May Minutes be
approved, as written.

Terri McKinney seconded the motion; and the Board approved
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report

Due to the absence of Gene Ransome, Treasurer, the August Treasurer’s
Report will be reviewed at the September meeting. 

Security

Allan Williams reported that there had been no recent thefts or break-ins
in Spanish Town. He said that the six 8  Street break-ins of a few weeks ago areth

thought, by the police, to be more of a vandalism nature than for theft purposes. 
He further reported that our security officer, Cpl. Don Copolla, is scheduled to
speak to all directors of half-way houses in the area to let them know what has
been going on so that they can be aware of any suspicious activity of their
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residents.  Allan Williams further stated that he is accumulating more and more
individuals as “deputies” in the Neighborhood Watch Program.  A discussion then
ensued regarding the Security Alert System.   After lengthy and significant
discussion regarding whether or not to use the HSTCA g-mail account, it was
suggested by June Pulliam that we, alternatively, have a listserv security only
email account, where the emails would not be coming from the HSTCA, but from
“concerned citizens of Spanish Town.”   It was suggested by Jeff Duhe’ that Allan
Williams set up a listserv email for tracking and reporting criminal and/or
suspicious activity.  He agreed to do so, and Jeff Duhe’, Travis Moore and Lee
Higginbotham offered their assistance regarding the same.  June Pulliam handed
out a sample HSTCA Safety Alert System flyer for distribution among the
neighborhood (See attached).  Shawn O’Brien commented that since the HSTCA
Newsletter needed to be handed out door to door to ensure that everyone is aware
of the upcoming Annual Meeting, the security flyer and newsletter could be
delivered at the same time.  It was agreed amongst the Board to do so.

A motion was made by Jeff Duhe’ that the Board authorize June
Pullium to expend minimum funds necessary to print 500 copies
of the HSTCA Safety Alert System handouts.

The motion was seconded by Terri McKinney; and the Board approved
unanimously. 

Porch Light Project

Due to time factors, it was decided that the Porch Light Project to be
presented by June Pulliam would be moved to the September meeting agenda.

Demolition by Neglect  

Jeff Duhe’ reported on the rewriting of the Demolition by Neglect ordinance
wherein it would apply only to “contributing structures” in historic districts, as
opposed to all structures in historic districts.  After discussion amongst the
Board, the following motions were made:

A motion was made by Jeff Duhe’ that the Board support the
current definition of contributing structures as protected by the
Demolition by Neglect ordinance, i.e. all structures in historic
districts.

The motion was seconded by June Pulliam; and the Board approved
unanimously. 
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A second motion was made by Steve Carroll that the Demolition
by Neglect sub-committee make available the proposed changes
to the ordinance seven (7) days before the Metro Council
meeting.

The motion was seconded by Travis Moore; and the Board approved
unanimously. 

Jeff Duhe’ agreed to communicate this request to the Demolition by Neglect
sub-committee with regard to the upcoming Metro Council meeting upon which
this issue will be voted.

Proposed Fence at 501 Spanish Town Road

Jeff Duhe’ reported that the homeowner of 501 Spanish Town Road was
granted variances (by the HPC and upheld by the Metro Council) to construct the
subject fence due to its set back on the sidewalk. After lengthy and significant
discussion, the Board reaffirmed its position to oppose the construction of the
fence because: 1) it does not adhere to our Historic Guidelines; 2) it could possibly
create a traffic hazard & goes against BR city ordinance; 3) it prevents  the
passage of wheelchairs, and may create issues for others with disabilities; and,
lastly, safety issues regarding the construction of the fence itself.  Jeff Duhe’
inquired as to whether there were any objections from the Board should he
proceed with an Appeal of the fence in District Court, at no monetary expense to
the Board.   There were no objections from the Board that Jeff Duhe’ pursue this
Appeal.

Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”)

Fr. Pat Mascarella stated that the telephone pole and the fence go against
the ADA.  He noted that the situation on the subject sidewalk was not perfect in
the beginning, but the retaining wall of the fence made it much worse.   He further
stated that since the construction goes against the ADA, the City of Baton Rouge
should be looking into this matter, not just the Board.

Possible Compromise

Fr. Pat Mascarella suggested that the Board appeal less to the law, but more
to the resident’s sense of propriety of what is right - to unite the neighborhood and
not continue to keep fighting with each other.  In line with this suggestion, Travis
Moore proposed that the Board approach the homeowner of the subject fence, and
request a better design of the fence, i.e., removing the retaining wall, possible curb
cuts around the telephone pole, etc.  Jeff Duhe’ asked if Travis Moore and Fr. Pat
Mascarella would be willing to approach the homeowner of the subject fence

Page 3 of 4



regarding a more pro active design.  Both agreed that they would speak with the
homeowner regarding the same in the coming week.   

Special Meeting re 2010 HSTCA Annual Meeting

Due to time issues, the Board agreed to a special meeting on August 11,
2010 at 6:30 p.m. at Capitol Grocery in order to discuss and further plan the
HSTCA 2010 Annual Meeting.

With no further business, a motion was made by June Pulliam to
adjourn the meeting.

The motion was seconded by Steven Carroll; and the Board approved
it unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,

Terri L. McKinney
HSTCA Board Recording Secretary
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