
HISTORIC SPANISH TOWN CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MINUTES

Sunday, October 10, 2010
6:30 p.m.

The Basler House
845 N. Eighth Street, Baton Rouge, LA

Board Members Present:  Jeff Duhe’, Chair; Stephen Carroll; Terri
McKinney, Recording Secretary; Travis Moore,
June Pulliam, Gene Ransome, Treasurer, and
Allan Williams.

Members/Guests: Corp. Don Coppola, Fr. Howard Hall, Beverly
Lebeau, Fr. Pat Mascarella, and John Sykes.

Chair Jeff Duhe’ called the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Historic
Spanish Town Civic Association to order. With the presence of six (7) board
members, a quorum was declared, and the meeting commenced.

Approval of Minutes

Terri McKinney handed out the Minutes from the September meeting. 

A motion was made by Allan Williams that the September
Minutes be approved, as amended.

June Pulliam seconded the motion; and the Board approved
unanimously.

Whitaker Property Update

Corporal Don Coppola reported on his clean up efforts concerning the
overgrown Whitaker property.  Once he ascertains who actually owns the property
“on paper,” he will be able to proceed with his efforts.  After significant discussion
amongst the Board, it was decided to contact the Department of Traffic
Engineering, and to urge all public officials, including the DPW, to support the
clean up efforts. 

A motion was made by June Pulliam that the Board, as a body,
complain to public officials regarding the unkept nature of the
block on Whitaker Street because it is (1) illegally overgrown; (2)
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a harbor for vagrants; (3) a public safety nuisance due to vermin;
and (4) a fire hazard. 

Stephen Carroll seconded the motion; and the Board approved
unanimously.

Downtown Baton Rouge Safety Issues

Corporal Don Coppola next reported on the recent criminal activity in the
downtown area.  He assured the Board that the Baton Rouge Police Department
has increased manpower in the downtown area, specifically, the levee area, and
that the Sheriff’s Department and the Louisiana State Troopers have also offered
their assistance in keeping downtown safe.

Jeff Duhe’ proposed that Spanish Town and Beauregard Town devise a
cooperative plan regarding security patrol.  Travis Moore suggested urging our
residents to be more vigilant about protecting their personal property.   The
advising of unlocked cars and items of value left on porches may bring “reality” to
situations for potential theft.  Allan Williams, as chairman of the Security
Committee, agreed to follow up on these suggestions.

Beautification Committee Report 

Fr. Howard Hall reported that one of Spanish Town’s trees, recently donated
by the Beautification Committee, was damaged when debris was being cleared by
Ferguson Tree Care, LLC.   Fr. Hall said that he is in possession of notes from BR
Green confirming that the tree cannot be salvaged, and needs to be replaced. 
Discussion ensued in connection with restitution for the damaged tree, and the
following motion was made:

A motion was made by Travis Moore that the HSTCA send a
letter to Carl Ferguson requesting that his company assist in
replacing the tree, i.e. that restitution be made for the tree that
his employees damaged during the course & scope of their work.

June Pulliam seconded the motion; and the Board approved
unanimously.

Fr. Hall further reported that he had driven the neighborhood and
documented his observations with regard to areas of concern, as well as recent
improvements. (Please see attached handouts prepared by Fr. Howard Hall.) 

HSTCA Website 

Travis Moore reported that he now has access and authority over the domain
of the website, and was successful in making the requested necessary changes. 
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He agreed to oversee the website, i.e. to conduct a quarterly update of the website
with the caveat that it not be more frequent.  It was decided amongst the Board
that updating the Minutes on the website would be the first priority.

HSTCA Board Elections

The open nomination process began to replace Board member Holly Vaughn
who resigned due to her recent relocation to another state.  

A motion was made by Stephen Carroll that John Sykes be
nominated to fill the vacant one-year position on the HSTCA
Board.

June Pulliam seconded the motion; and the Board approved
unanimously.

Chairman Jeff Duhe’ called for a vote on the matter, and the Board voted
unanimously that John Sykes fill the vacant position.

HSTCA Board of Directors Officer Elections

After discussion amongst the Board, the following motion was made:

A motion was made by Stephen Carroll that all current Board
members continue to serve in their current capacity on the
HSTCA Board, i.e. Jeff Duhe’ as Chair, June Pulliam as Vice
Chair, and Gene Ransome as Treasurer.

Allan Williams seconded the motion; and the Board approved
unanimously.

It was agreed that Board member Terri McKinney would continue in the
capacity of “Recording Secretary,” and that civic association member Debbie
Roussell would continue assisting the Board with updates, emailing, and
maintaining the HSTCA Facebook account.

HSTCA Annual Meeting Follow Up

John Sykes volunteered to send post cards to residents thanking them for
joining the civic association, and also urging those who were unable to join at the
time of the meeting to do so at their earliest convenience.  It was noted that, in the
past, this has served as a very successful means of increasing the Association’s
membership.
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Treasurer’s Report

Gene Ransome presented the Treasurer’s Report.  As of September 30, 2010,
the HSTCA’s account balance was $3,115.07.  (Please see attached Regions Bank
Statement).

HSTCA Future Goals

Travis Moore broached the subject of Spanish Town’s goals for the future. 
He stated that he was working on organizing the data received via the “Future
Visioning” questionnaire distributed to residents at the HSTCA Annual Meeting. 
Discussion ensued, and topics raised amongst the Board were our future
relationship with the Downtown Development District, continuing security efforts,
and the possible development of a liaison with Beauregard Town.  Because of time
issues, Jeff Duhe’ suggested that the members draft lists of possible future goals,
and that they could be discussed at the Board’s next meeting. 

November Board Meeting

It was decided that the next Board meeting would be held on Sunday,
November 14, 2010 at the home of Travis Moore.

With no further business, a motion was made by Jeff Duhe’ to
adjourn the meeting.

The motion was seconded by Terri McKinney; and the Board approved
it unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted,

Terri L. McKinney
HSTCA Board Recording Secretary
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