
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes 

Sunday, March 11, 2011 

5:00 p.m. 

The Basler House 

845 N. 8
th

 St. 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Board Members Present: Jeff Duhé, Chair; Allan Williams; June Pulliam, Recording Secretary; Derek White, Michael 

Beck, Travis Moore. Shawn O’Brien arrived after the meeting began. White had Patin’s proxy. 

Members/Guests Present: Stephen Carroll 

Jeff Duhé called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m., there being six (6) board members present.  

Approval of Minutes 

Pulliam motioned to approve the minutes as is, and Moore seconded the amendment. The minutes were approved 

as is. 

Resignation of Margaret Fox: Williams motioned that the Board accept the resignation of Margaret Fox. Pulliam 

seconded Williams’ motion, which was then opened for discussion. O’Brien inquired about how long it would take 

before we could talk about replacing our missing board member. Duhe explained that we would first have to 

accept the resignation, and then declare the vacancy. Beck added that this procedure was used in the past when 

Williams joined the Board. Moore motioned that we close discussion on this issue, and O’Brien seconded, and the 

discussion was closed. The Board voted unanimously to accept Fox’s resignation. 

Duhe then asked the Board if they would like to declare a vacancy in light of Fox’s resignation. Williams motioned 

to declare a vacancy, and O’Brien seconded. The Board voted unanimously to declare a vacancy. 

Williams then made a motion to open nominations to fill the seat, and Beck seconded. Hearing no objections, 

nominations were opened. Williams then nominated resident Stephen Carroll to fill the vacancy. Pulliam seconded 

the nomination. White thought it would be more prudent to wait to accept nominations. O’Brien countered that in 

the past, we have accepted nominations at the same meeting where the Board has accepted a resignation and 

filled the vacancy in the same meeting in the past. Furthermore, Duhe added that the current bylaws support this 

procedure. Beck added that if we do not accept nominations this evening, then we run the risk of having empty 

seats before we could fill them. Beck motioned that we close the nominations, and Pulliam seconded.  With no 

discussion on the motion voted unanimously to close the nominations. As Carroll accepted being nominated to the 

Board, Beck motioned that we vote on Carroll becoming a Board member. Williams seconded the motion, which 

carried 6 to 1, with Williams, Duhe, White, Beck, Moore, and O’Brien voting yea, and White voting nay. 

Security Report: Williams reported that for the past five weeks, all has been quiet. The police logs have no reports 

of incidents, but our patrol officer has diligently been giving warnings to people running the stop sign at STR, which 

slows down traffic on this thoroughfare. It was the general will of the Board that we communicate to our security 

to continue these good efforts to slow down traffic in the neighborhood. 



Treasurer’s Report: Because Treasurer Patin could not attend the March meeting, she reported the following via 

email:  Patin renewed the HSTCA’s annual report with the Secretary of State, a requirement so that HSTCA is in 

good standing in order to operate as a non-profit corporation in Louisiana. At present, she is working on our year-

end 5500 for 2011, which will include the 1099’s we will soon receive from the various movie production 

companies who have filmed in Spanish Town and made payments to the HSTCA. Patin is also working with Mary 

Olinde to receiving the HSTCA’s allocations from DDD, providing her with the necessary support documentation. 

Finally, Patin announced that we will notice on next month’s financial report an increase in our balance from 

deposits we have received! 

Duhe added that he received $30 from Edwin Allman. 

Beautification Committee Report: Moore reported that the committee is continuing on the Rebecca Breeden 

project. SPELL wanted to have some sort of monument or installation commemorating the parade that would be 

added to every year. Moreover, Moore wanted to ask SPELL to donate 2 or 3 tables from the ball every  year that 

we could use for further fundraising for the Breeden project. 

Beautification took it upon itself to create a survey and solicit input about improving signs; parking, traffic. He got 

some responses and communicated them to traffic engineering. Beautification also communicated on the Board’s 

behalf a request to the city that Spanish Town Road have a slower speed limit, as many residents have complained 

that cars travel down this street entirely too quickly given its size. 

SPELL meet this week. Williams reported that Bruce Childress of SPELL called Williams the day after the 

unfavorable article about the parade appeared in The Advocate wanting to know if the article represented the 

sentiments of the entire neighborhood. Williams said that while not everyone was as angry, nevertheless many 

residents thought the neighborhood could be cleaner. Williams reported that SPELL was willing to donate money 

to help with the cleaning if the HSTCA organized the effort. O’Brien noted that this year, only the city cleaned the 

neighborhood after the parade, and Carroll added that the neighborhood this year was cleaner as a result than it 

was in past years. Moreover, DPW was present in Spanish Town all day Sunday after the parade well into the dark. 

Pulliam added that some residents were unhappy that non-city property was not cleaned up after the parade 

including neutral grounds and properties owned by landlords who do not tend to clean up after the parade. Moore 

added that DPW also cleaned up leaf debris that was on the ground before the parade. 

Moreover, the committee is continuing on eradicating the paper mulberries with Beck’s help. Trees donated from 

Baton Rouge Green were planted on 8
th

 St.  

Whereas the Rev. Howard Hall, a long time respected and beloved resident of ST, did facilitate, organize and 

promote the beautification of our neighborhood; and whereas Rev. Hall has exhibited exemplary dedication to the 

interest of preserving, protecting and beautifying ST; on this day and hereby does the HSTCA Board of Directors, 

and on behalf of all residents of ST, express its sorrow at his loss and gratitude for his contributions and fellowship. 

Enacted this day, Sunday, March 11, 2012. 

Moore motioned that we approve this proclamation. White seconded the proclamation, which passed 

unanimously.  

Moore motioned that the Beautification Committee rename the Yard of the Quarter Award the Rev. Beck 

seconded this motion, which carried unanimously. Howard Hall Beautification Award. White suggested that we 

also create an annual award and name it after Rev. Howard. 



Moore also noted that new graffiti appeared in Spanish Town on several signs in the North St./9
th

 St. area, and 

wondered if this is not also a matter for Security. 

New Business: O’ Brien reported that she and Patin had met a few times in order to regroup the Security 

Partnership Committee. At present, they are working to come up with a list of names of who has not yet 

contributed to security patrol. Patin has begin to get in touch with some of her old business contacts downtown, 

soliciting them for a three year commitment to support security in the area. O’ Brien was confident that this 

money would be forthcoming since their contributions to HSTCA Security would be tax deductible as we are a non-

profit. Moore also wondered if we could further persuade these business to contribute if we included their names 

and logos on our website and the newsletters. The Board asked Travis to set up this feature on the HSTCA website. 

O’ Brien also noted that we need to make some changes to the membership application to eliminate some 

inconsistencies in different versions. Duhe said that he would fix these inconsistencies tomorrow. 

Moore asked if we could set up a PayPal account on our website which people can use to pay dues and donations. 

A PayPal account would make it easier for people to pay, but the downside is that PayPal takes between 1-5% of 

each transaction. Also, the PayPal account money is not put directing into the HSTCA account, but has to be 

deliberately transferred into it, which makes it easier for someone to embezzle. Duhé said that he had no problem 

with Moore creating a PayPal account for the HSTCA, and moreover, that the Vice-Chair might as well do this, as 

the Vice-Chair and the Treasurer are the two people that the Board has empowered to handle its funds. 

By unanimous consent, the Board asked Moore to augment our fundraising collecting abilities by setting up a 

PayPal account. 

O’ Brien also requested that meeting agenda be posted earlier than it has been in the past. Duhé explained that he 

waits for agenda items and would have difficulty accommodating O’Brien’s request. Moore asked if we could just 

make a regular schedule about when members submit agenda items. Duhe agreed that from now on, we will have 

a draft of the agenda 10 days prior to the meeting. 

O’Brien also requested that old business not resolved from one meeting be carried over if it was not resolved in 

the previous meeting. 

White discussed the need for creating a committee to study the HSTCA by laws to improve clarity. Because the full 

association must approve any by-law changes, White suggested that we move on this initiative immediately so that 

the Board can vote no later than August to put these changes on the September ballot at the annual meeting. 

Hearing no objections to this suggestion, Duhe created a special HSTCA Bylaws Study Commission, and as Chair, 

Duhe appointed White as chair of this Commission. As Chair, White is responsible for recruiting members, with no 

limitations regarding membership. 

The trash can at 6
th

 and STR is not being emptied. Duhé explained that DPW is supposed to empty this can, 

according to David Rhorer, yet it is not being emptied. Beck made a motion that the Board ask the Chair to effect 

removal of the can at the corner of 6
th

 and STR, as DPW does not empty the can, and it has become a nuisance. 

O’Brien also requested that Duhe ask the city about supplying more dog poop bags for the dog poop bag stations. 

Moore announced that he will donate to the board the $54 he was reimbursed for software to maintain the HSTCA 

website. Moore also announced that Lance and Ben just bought the Bevins House, as they are going to remodel 

the house to make it into a single-family rental, rather than tearing it down or turning it into a multi-family unit, 

which was other would-be buyers had planned. Finally, Moore motioned that the Board approve the DDD’s 

proposal of the cultural products resolution. O’Brien seconded the motion. Hearing no objections, Duhe declared 



that the Board unanimously approved the cultural products resolution. Moore also requested that we find a larger 

meeting venue so that we can have our Spring open meeting for May 6
th

.   

There being no other business, O’Brien made a motion to adjourn, which was second the motion, and the meeting 

adjourned at 6:50. 

 


