
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes  

Tuesday, February 19th, 2013 6:30 p.m. 
at  

Springboard 

447 3rd St., The Kress Building 

Board Members Present: Michael Beck; Stephen Carroll, Travis Chair Moore, Chair; June 
Pulliam, Recording Secretary; Steven Belflower; Derek White, Vice-Chair; Cherine Patin, 
Treasurer; Tiffani Patterson 

Absent Board Members: Christopher Robertson 

Guests: Marie Constantin, Mary Jane Marcantel, Margaret Fox, Dwight Fox, Robert Delpin, 
Allen Kirkpatrick 

Chair Travis Moore called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 

Chair Moore announced that Vision City had delayed for another month their presentation 
about their plans for the Nixon property that they have recently acquired. 

Adoption of the Minutes from the January meeting as well as from the August 2012 meeting: 
It was necessary to approve both the minutes from the last meeting as well as the minutes from 
the August 2012 meeting as the Board neglected to approve the August minutes at the 
following meeting, as it was preoccupied with constituting the new Board following the Annual 
Meeting.  

Secretary Pulliam motioned to approve the August 2012 minutes, and Beck seconded the 
motion. Patterson and Patin abstained, whereas the remainder of the Board present voted in 
favor of approving the minutes.  

Patin motioned to approve the January minutes, and White seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

Security Patrol Signage: A discussion ensued about whether or not former Board Chair Jeff 
Duhé’ should be reimbursed the $499 he paid to purchase metal signs for the neighborhood, 
announcing the law enforcement entities that patrol Spanish Town. In their present condition, 
the signs cannot be erected, as they state that Capitol Police (aka DPS) patrols the 
neighborhood. Capitol Police object to our putting this information on the signs. Treasurer Patin 
directed the Board to specific language within the July 2012 minutes which stated that “the 
purchase [of the signs] would be contingent on State Police and traffic engineering approval.” 
Chair Moore reminded the Board of Duhé’s many years of service on the Board and in behalf of 
the neighborhood, and then offered two possible solutions:  



1) the Board could reimburse Duhé $499, the full amount he paid for the signs and spend 
another $280 to have them reprinted.   

2) the Board could reimburse Duhé $219, or the $499 minus the $280 it will cost to have the 
signs reprinted so that they are usable.  

Secretary Pulliam motioned that Duhé be paid the entire $499 that he expended for the signs. 
Beck seconded the amendment. White, Patterson and Patin abstained from the vote. The 
remaining three Board members voted to pay Duhé the entire $499, and so the motion carried.  

Communications: Marcantel once again raised the issue about the Google security group as 
well as complained that the Board was failing to notify members and other interested parties, 
in writing, no later than 10 days prior to any meeting as per the rules in the HSTCA’s charter. 
Chair Moore stated that the Board notified members in various ways about upcoming 
meetings, via both the Board’s email blasts as well as emails sent out via resident Shawn 
O’Brien through the group she maintains. White agreed that we as the Board should do better 
at sending prior written notice of all meetings, perhaps by posting such notice at Capitol 
Grocery. Chair Moore promised in future to post an announcement of all future meetings as 
well as a tentative agenda no later than 10 days prior the meeting. 

Patterson requested that there be an informal training session for new Board members so that 
they could figure out what is going on in meetings and understand all aspects of parliamentary 
procedure. Chair Moore reminded Patterson that the Board partially did just that at the 
September meeting which was held at Lucy’s Retired Surfer’s Bar. 

Branding: Bellflower announced that he and his partner redesigned the website in the Wix 
platform so that it looks more professional. Secretary Pulliam expressed gratitude for their 
work to improve the appearance of the site, which she owns and maintains for the benefit of 
the Board.  

DDD Security Partnership: Chair Moore reported that the partnership between the DDD and 
the neighborhood has just been renewed whereby Spanish Town receives $5000 to pay for 
security. Patin stated that she has sent to Mary O’Linde at the DDD invoices for our security 
money for the whole year, and that the money will be paid quarterly. 

Treasurer’s Report: Patin renewed our status as a non-profit so that we are currently in good 
standing with the state. She has also filed the paperwork with the IRS so that we can maintain 
our non-profit status. As of January 31st, we have $12,636.56 in the bank. 

Security Report: Williams was not present and so was unable to give the report. 

Parade Cleanup: The Board was generally pleased with cleanup. Marcantel criticized the Board 
for not immediately reimbursing her for equipment that she purchased and in paying the 
prisoners. Patin reminded Marcantel that there is a protocol at the Board for reimbursing 
people for expenditures made on their behalf, and stated that she repaid Marcantel in an 
expedited manner, releasing funds to Chair Moore for parade cleanup on Saturday, the day of 
the parade. Chair Moore requested that the Board pay Marcantel an additional $120 for her 



cleanup after the parade that she had not yet received. Patin motioned that Marcantel be paid 
this $120, which Patterson seconded. The carried unanimously, after which Chair Moore paid 
Marcantel in cash in front of the Board. Marcantel concluded by requesting that the Board send 
out thank you notes to the Inglehoff Partinheimer of the City’s Engineering Department, the 
Sheriff’s Dept to Warden Burns, the Baton Rouge City Police and DPW for their assistance in 
cleaning up the neighborhood. Patterson said that she would be willing to write and send out 
those notes. White motioned that the Board send out these thank you notes. Patin seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 

Invasive Species: Beck reported that he and Chair Moore wiped out more paper mulberries, 
and that .  that May Beth and Shelly in the area of 7th and Lucilla are also working diligently to 
eradicate the trees. Patin reported that Shelly and Mary Beth also wanted to transfer their 
award for Yard of the Quarter to the doggie bag fund. 

Beautification Report: The Beautification Committee working with the Baton Rouge Youth 
Coalition (BRYC) will have a spring planting on Saturday, March 23rd in the community garden 
off of North St. Moreover, the BRYC is working on a mural to be put in the area. Chair Moore 
previously sent an image of the mural to the Board. Margaret Fox inquired about the status of 
the Breeden donation. Chair Moore said that no action had been taken as of yet as to how to 
appropriately spend it, but that the Board is also not in possession of the money at this time 
while the particulars of a plan is worked out that will be mutually pleasing to all parties. Chair 
Moore also added that any money we take will be deducted from the late Rebecca Breeden’s 
bequest to the Battered Women’s Shelter. 

Doggie Bags: O’Brien reported that two new doggie bag dispensers have been donated to the 
neighborhood, and she requested that the Board to obtain the bolts to put them up. Chair 
Moore added that we should also publicize to the neighborhood that the Board, not DDD, pays 
to refill the doggie bag stations. To that end, he has ordered some informative plates for the 
doggie bag dispensers so that users know who funds the stations’ maintenance in order to 
solicit ongoing contributions.  

Newsletter: Chair Moore brought up the idea that the Board should either write a spring 
newsletter or perhaps pay someone to do it for us.  White stated that we should reduce the 
size of newsletters so that producing them is not such an odious chore that all dread taking on. 
As a consequence, we would be able to have quarterly newsletters. White agreed to draft the 
newsletter, Chair Moore said that he would help with content, and Patin stated that her store 
would print them. 

New Business: White asked if we might have a second general membership meeting in April, 
and added that it is in the bylaws that we do so. Chair Moore said that we could possibly hold 
such a meeting with some last minute planning. Marcantel added that we should invite David 
Rhorer of the DDD to speak about new developments in downtown.  

White also requested that we consider revising the bylaws in March before they might go to the 
general membership in April. White stated that he would like to chair a bylaw committee. Patin 
said that she would be glad to be involved in such a committee. Patterson also agreed in 



absentia to be on this committee. Local attorney and resident Allen Kirkpatrick agreed to look 
over any proposed by-laws changes to determine if there were any legal problems with them.  

Beck brought to the Board’s attention the presence of a fresh dumpster on Lakeland in front of 
one of the three remaining Preis Properties, a house that was formerly inhabited by Carl 
Weiss’s mother. Beck wanted to know if anyone knew what was going on with the property. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 26th in a location to be announced in the next two weeks. 

There being no other new business, Patin moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:09. Beck 
seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 


