
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes  

Tuesday, October 9th, 2012 

6:30 p.m. 

at the Creole Cottage, 721 N. 8th St. 

Board Members Present: Michael Beck; Stephen Carroll, Travis Moore, Acting-Chair and Vice 

Chair; and June Pulliam, Recording Secretary; Derek White; Cherine Patin, Treasurer; Steven 

Belflower, Christopher Robertson 

Absent Board Members: Tifani Patterson 

Guests: Shawn O’Brien 

Acting Chair Travis Moore called the meeting to order at 6:43 p.m. 

Acting Chair Moore welcomed the new board members present, Christopher Robertson and 

Steven Belflower. He reminded new members that any member missing 3 meetings in a row 

will be removed.  

Financial Briefing: Treasurer Patin announced that we have $14,539.56 in our account as of 

September 30th, 2012. Since August, we have spent $700 on security. Starting October 1st, Patin 

announced that she would do a separate general ledger that would account for doggie bag 

money.  

Patin also sent to Pulliam financial statements that could be put on the association’s website. 

Discussion ensued about what was most appropriate to put on the website for the public 

record without. It was decided that Patin would put together another document that would 

allow for transparency of how the Board uses its funds. This document would be considered at 

the November meeting. 

Board Position Elections:  

Cherine Patin presided. Travis was nominated, Beck seconded, and was made chair by 

acclimation. 

Chair Moore, who became an official board member, then took nominations for vice chair. 

Patin nominated White while Pulliam nominated Beck, who declined. There being no 

objections, White was elected to vice chair. Pulliam was nominated to be secretary by Beck, 

and this nomination was seconded by Carroll. Pulliam was elected by acclamation. White 



nominated Patin to be treasurer, and Beck seconded the motion. Patin was elected by 

acclimation. 

Subcommittee: Chair Moore then discussed whether or not the subcommittee membership 

should be appointed at this time. White mentioned that we do not have standing 

subcommittees in the bylaws. Discussion ensued about the difference between a standing 

subcommittee and an ad hoc committee. Beck added that he believed that all committees were 

ad hoc.  

White asked that we should discuss the formation of these committees at the November 

meeting and that we should better define their tasks. O’Brien suggested that we later send out 

an email blast soliciting participation after we determine what those committees will be at the 

November meeting. 

Security Briefing: Treasurer Patin reported that we spent $10,525 for one complete year of 

security. 

Moore announced that former Board member Allan Williams is interested in continuing to 

assist with security, and he asked the Board if they would like to let him continue his 

neighborhood watch capacity. Patin thought it would be necessary for us to first wait to discuss 

committees before we bring up this issue. Beck requested that we sound out Williams about 

what he would like to continue to do now that he is not on the board. 

Beautification Briefing: Sam Courso, Becky Bigger and June Peay are planning a cleanup of the 

recently abandoned community.  

Invasive Pest Project Update 

Beck announced that he has plans to eradicate the paper mulberry trees near the community 

garden, though there was also a crepe myrtle covered with poison ivy that needed to be 

removed. The original target area of the invasive pest project is complete, and he is currently 

working on 8th St. 

Doggy Bag Project Update: O’Brien reported that we collected approximately $380 for doggie 

bags through the new membership drive. O’Brien and Moore took the box from the Arsenal 

Grounds and put it near the vacant lot at 6th and STR, and moved another to University Walk 

and 7th St. Moore said that David Rhorer of DDD was notified of the changes through a link on 

the website.  

By-Laws Project Update: White announced that nothing has changed since the July meeting, 

and that we cannot ratify the by-laws without the approval of the full membership. He did also 

note that the current by-laws state that we are to have two annual meetings, and that if the 



Board approves the new by-laws, then they could be put up to a vote of the full membership in 

April. Moore asked that we update the new members on the by-laws and discuss them in a 

future meeting.  

Discussion ensued about why we hadn’t had a second annual meeting lately. O’Brien reminded 

members that this meeting had run into both insurance issues and difficulty blocking the street 

for the purposes of a block party.  

Moore also added that it would be a good idea to have an appreciation for the DPS officers, and 

that this meeting could be added to the purpose of a second annual meeting. 

Moore then asked if everyone is in favor of pursuing a spring meeting, and all present agreed.  

Speed Limit Petition Update: Moore announced that if we can get 65% of the residents to 

agree, we can lower the speed limit in the neighborhood to 25. Twenty-five miles is the lowest 

speed limit that the city is willing to post on any street. Moore then asked if Board members 

would help canvas the neighborhood for signatures on this petition. 

Old Business: as the minutes from the August and September meetings were not available, they 

were not ratified. They will be ratified along with the October minutes at the November 

meeting. 

Moore announced that DDD has paid the association for security for the year, and that we will 

not get any more money until we sign a new contract. 

New Business: Starting today, the new business portion of the meeting will be the time set 

aside for anyone not a Board member to bring up something not on the agenda. 

O’Brien announced that she had purchased a digital recorder to record future meetings. White 

requested that we reimburse Shawn for her expenditure, and Robertson seconded the motion. 

The motion carried with no objections, and Patin wrote O’Brien a check for the device. 

Moore also announced that he spent approximately $105 for pizza at the annual meeting and 

$15 for cold drinks, and so he was requesting that Patin reimburse him. 

White asked that we have a walk able neighborhood, which would include dealing with people 

who let foliage cover the sidewalks, or whose trees break up the sidewalks, or who routinely 

park to cover sidewalks and who leave trash cans out. White requested that we educate the 

neighborhood via a handout about being a better neighbor and not blocking the sidewalk. Beck 

requested that we first map out the chronic problems and send them to Christopher Robertson. 



White also asked that we revisit the security district issue in a forward manner that would 

include buy-in from the community at least 60 days prior to the beginning of the legislative 

session so that we would have a greater chance of success. 

O’Brien said that prior to getting this buy-in, we should get our representative Pat Smith to get 

her research assistant to get us information about places in the state with populations that are 

similar to ours to use as a model for our proposed legislation.  

White moved that we commission O’Brien to write a letter to Smith to request research the 

best model for a security district to be used preliminary to our pursuing this matter once again. 

Beck seconded the motion, and all were in favor, so the motion passed. 

Beck asked if the Beautification Committee would spend some money on a pole saw to be used 

to trim trees in the neighborhood. Patin moved that this pole saw be purchased not to exceed 

$150. Pulliam seconded and the motion carried with no objections. 

Moore requested that the lion image that he imprinted on the evening’s agenda be adopted as 

the Board’s new image to be reproduced on our letterhead so that the Board can cultivate a 

more professional image. He would also like to make official Board communications more 

official by including distinctive and consistent identifying images and sigfiles. Belflower said that 

he would like to put together a package of things we can examine at the next meeting to do a 

better job branding the neighborhood. 

The next meeting will be held at 633A N. 8th on Tuesday, November 13th, 6:30 p.m. Moore said 

that he would like the December meeting to be held at Lucy’s. 

There being no other business, Moore brought the meeting to a close at 7:57 p.m. 


