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HISTORIC SPANISH TOWN CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

MINUTES 

 
December 14, 2008 

6:30 P.M. 

The Basler House 

845 N. 8th Street, Baton Rouge, LA 

 

 

Board Members Present: David Brown, Chairman; Keith Anderson, Susan 

Bailey, Melissa Eastin, Terri McKinney, Gene Ransome, treasurer.   

 

Members/Guests:   John Sykes 

 

The Chairman called the meeting of the Board of Directors of the Historic 

Spanish Town Civic Association to order.  With the presence of six (6) 

members, a quorum was declared and the meeting commenced. 

 
Old Minutes  

 

The secretary distributed copies of the minutes for the previous board  

meeting held on November 9, 2008.   Keith Anderson made a motion to adopt 

the minutes; Melissa Eastin seconded the motion.  The minutes without 

corrections were adopted unanimously. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 The treasurer distributed two statements from the Association’s accounts 

at Regions Bank.  (See attachments #1 and #2).  After a short discussion, the 

treasurer submitted a breakdown for the Association’s spending during the 

previous year.  (See attachment #3)   The treasurer suggested that the HSTCA 

board adopt a budget for 2008-2009 calendar year based on the previous 

spending year’s spending.  (Although the board enthusiastically endorsed 

adopting a budget, there was no official budget for 2008-2009 proposed for 

adoption by the Board.) 

 

 A short discussion followed suggested that surplus funds might be used 

to fund the following special projects: 
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 ●Tuning the piano at Capitol Grocery 

 ●Christmas lights along Spanish Town Road 

 ●Three new historical markers (funded by $3000 SPLL 2008 grant) 

 ●Public Garbage cans in the neighborhood 

 ●Fund the Spanish Town walking tour brochure 

 ●Doggie poop dispensers 

 ●Additional security lighting 

 

 The Chairman recommended investigating these projects in detail to 

present for further discussion at future board meetings. 

 

 
Historic Preservation Commission/Historic District Guidelines 
 

 Commission member John Sykes gave a brief report regarding the 

Historic Preservation Commission (HPC).   Despite having an agenda item (the 

proposed demolition of two 1920s-era commerical buildings-- the Saltz and 

Hunt & Whitaker Buildings on Main Street), the scheduled meetings for 

October, November and December were cancelled due to the failure for a 

quorum of Commission members.   

 

The Chairman expressed his concerns that the agency responsible for 

reviewing Spanish Town’s historic district guidelines might not be reliable for 

Spanish Town residents seeking an adequate and prompt review process.  

Sykes reported that a new chairman will assume control of the HPC in 

January.  He will provide future reports to the board if the Commission 

continues to operate in a dysfunctional manner.    

 

 The Chairman reported his recent conversations with Mr. Brignac, the 

owner of the duplex on N. 7th Street.   Brignac seems willing to comply with the 

district guidelines, but because he did not apply for a building permit did not 

receive any notification regarding the requirements prior to beginning his 

repairs. 

 

 A brief discussion followed by the Board about ways in which to continue 

to publicize the historic district guidelines.  John Sykes reported that the 

guidelines were now available on the HPC’s website; and suggested providing 

either a copy or links on the Spanish Town website.   Sykes also suggested 

drafting FAQ’s for the HSTCA website which would provide simple, quick 

answers to the basic questions for property owners in the Spanish Town 

Historic District.  The Chairman suggested including information about the new 

guidelines in a one-page letter.  Melissa Eastin suggested an insert in the 
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Association’s next newsletter that discusses the guidelines and refers owners to 

the website sources for more information. 

 

 The Chairman also discussed the Board taking a proactive role in 

assuring buildings within the neighborhood meet all approved city codes.  This 

would include reporting violations that violate the city’s codes for safety.  

Melissa Eastin suggested that information on the local Renter’s Advocacy 

Group be provided for Spanish Town renters. 

 
Mardi Gras Fundraiser 

 

 Melissa Eastin reported briefly on her discussions with Abita Beer 

regarding the operation of a beer stand during the Mardi Gras Parade.  She has 

been referred to Rhett at the ABC Board.  Some requirements include $100 for 

the permit; and the stand must be staffed by licensed bartenders.  Keith 

Anderson volunteered to do further research on serving beer. 

 

 Melissa Eastin also suggested a Spanish Town bumper sticker and 

reviving the popular bicentennial t-shirt design in a limited run.  The Chairman 

thanked her for a good report. 

  
Other items 

 

 Gene Ransome gave a brief security report.  Off-duty police security 

patrols had been increased during the holidays as usual.   The chairman 

recommended improved lighting for Costello Lane and other areas. 

 

The Chairman reported that Ingulf Partenheimer, the city’s traffic 

engineer, endorsed the HSTCA’s proposed parking plan for the neighborhood.  

The mayor’s office has endorsed the plan, but suggested waiting for the new 

metro council is convened to seek their approval.    

 

With no further business, the Chairman dismissed the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Sykes, Secretary 

 

 

 
 

THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE HSTCA BOARD WILL BE 
HELD ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 


