
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes  

Tuesday, April 9th, 2013 6:30 p.m. 
at  

721 N. 8th St. 

The Creole Cottage 

Board Members Present: Michael Beck; Stephen Carroll, Travis Chair Moore, Chair; June 
Pulliam, Recording Secretary; Steven Belflower; Cherine Patin, Treasurer; Tiffani Patterson 

Absent Board Members: Christopher Robertson; Derek White, Vice-Chair 

Guests: Allan Williams 

Minutes: Chair Moore called the meeting to order at 6:30. The first order of business was to 

approve the February minutes. Patin moved that we approve the minutes, and Moore 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Security Report: Williams reported that there was relatively little crime in the neighborhood 

since the last meeting, aside from a few on-going investigations about a few petty thefts.  

Treasury Report: Treasurer Patin reported that at present, we have approximately $800 in 

security money, but we should soon be receiving our quarterly payment of $1250 from the 

Downtown Development District (DDD). Additionally, we have a little over in our general fund. 

$1032.26 in general fund, $930 in raffle, $187.48 in other, and $342 in doggie bag money.  

Other Business: Chair Moore brought up the idea of adding security cameras in Spanish Town. 

Residents and landlords Ben Babin and Lance Bennett have used security cameras on their 

buildings to protect their property with much success. Their security person is confident that 

the neighborhood could adopt a similar system with cameras that would feed into an IP system 

enabling residents to view the cameras’ perspective at any time. Treasurer Patin informed the 

Board that the security money we receive from the DDD for the purpose of security could also 

be used for security cameras as well as to pay off-duty police officers to patrol the 

neighborhood for four hours a week. The Board then debated the merits of using off-duty 

police officers to deter crime vs. placing security cameras at the entrances and exits of Spanish 

Town for the purpose of catching criminals as they flee. Security cameras would be a long-term 

investment. Belflower asked if anyone could enumerate the effectiveness of the officers’ four 

hour a week presence in the neighborhood. Beck reminded the Board that we could increase or 

decrease the number of hours that officers patrol related to when we anticipate crime spikes 

such as in the summers when school is not in session or during holidays, while there are many 



things that even high-end cameras cannot resolve, as they lack the resolution to get a clear 

picture of perpetrators at a distance. However, Spanish Town is a good place to install cameras 

as we have a limited number of roads leading in and out of the neighborhood. Moore asked 

Board members to do investigate the effectiveness of cameras and patrol officers so that we 

can have more information available if we are able to bring before the neighborhood the idea 

of establishing a security district. 

Beautification Report: Moore reported the recent garden work day on the plot located on 

North Street that we share with the Baton Rouge Youth Collation (BRYC). Summer plants 

including many tomatoes and peppers were placed in the plots and the area was generally 

cleaned up. Some long term projects in the garden include building a rain tank. Neighbors are 

also invited to go over at any time and pull weeds and remove pests. 

Invasive Pest Removal: Beck said that he has found one paper mulberry tree in an area that he 

treated last year, and it will be time to get out the roundup soon.  Beck is currently trying to get 

permission to treat the Hearndon property on 7th Street. 

Identity Package: Belflower discussed changing the website’s host from Hostmoster to Wix. 

Moore motioned that the Board purchase a one year subscription to Wix to host the site, 

hstca.org. He also moved that the Board reimburse Pulliam what she paid to host the site on 

Hostmonster for two years and to acquire the domain name. While the site would be 

maintained by an ad hoc communications committee, the Board would maintain veto power 

over anything put on it. Carroll seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

Annual Meeting: Moore suggested that we begin discussing the annual meeting now so that 

we are not as rushed as we have been in the past. He asked the Board to check their calendars 

for September and to find at least five venues that might donate gift items for the raffle. Patin 

offered to print everything for the Board. 

Next Meeting: 633A 8th St Tuesday, May 14th  

There being no new business, Moore motioned to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by 

Patterson.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:34. 

 


