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 HISTORIC SPANISH TOWN CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
  
 Minutes of Meeting 
 
 June 12, 2014 
 
The Historic Spanish Town Civic Association (HSTCA) met on Thursday, June 12, 
2014, at the office of Southern Strategy, 543 Spanish Town Road in Baton Rouge.  The 
meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
Board Members Present:     Board Members Absent:  
 
Marie Constantin      None   
Debbie Daniel       
Darryl Gissel            
Mary Jane Marcantel 
Cheryl McCormick 
Larry Murray          
Josie Panula 
Cherine Patin 
June Peay 
 
Others Present: 
 
Travis Moore 
 
Summary of Discussion 
 
The minutes of the May 15, 2014, board meeting of the HSTCA were distributed.  A 
motion to adopt these minutes was made and seconded and adopted without objection 
by a vote of (8-0).  
 
Treasurer Cherine Patin presented the treasurer's reports for the months of April and 
May 2014.    It was reported by Ms. Patin that HSTCA Board Chairman Larry Murray 
has submitted a contract to the Downtown Development District to request their annual 
appropriation for funding of our HSTCA security patrols.     Concerns were expressed 
by board members that our funding sources for our security patrols are not equal to the 
related expenses and do not provide a cushion for the future funding of this program.    
Discussion followed on a suggested appeal to residents and property owners for 
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donations to cover our security expenses.       Security Committee Chairman Mary 
Jane Marcantel commented that the board should take into consideration the fact that 
Police Chief Carl Dabadie has informed her of his plan to move to a 24-hour police force 
in downtown Baton Rouge.  Such a development would greatly affect the security plans 
of the HSTCA.  
 
Chairman Murray noted that the association cannot run this "lean"  and further noted 
that most CPAs recommend non-profits maintain a year's funding in savings. 
 
Discussion followed on the procedure of payment and the frequency of said payments 
to members of the HSTCA security patrol.    Mr. Murray suggested the board take this 
issue under advisement and requested Ms. Marcantel's assistance in negotiating a 
common ground with the security patrol officers. 
 
It was moved and seconded to accept the financial reports as presented; this motion 
was adopted without objection by a vote of (9-0). 
 
Mr. Travis Moore informed the board of his receipt of a renewal notice for the 
association website domain, www.spanishtownbr.org.     Renewal for a five-year 
period is cheaper than an annual renewal.    It was moved and seconded to 
appropriate the sum of $120.00 for this purpose.  This motion was adopted by a vote of 
(9-0). 
 
As chairman of the HSTCA Beautification Committee, Mr. Moore informed the board 
that the Baton Rouge Youth Coalition (BRYC) is no longer participating in the 
neighborhood community garden located on North Street.     This garden has, in the 
past, been a joint project of the BRYC and the HSTCA.    However, he noted that the 
garden plots have been adopted and are being maintained.     
 
Mr. Moore then suggested a new project for consideration by the board.    He is 
requesting a letter of support from the board to the City-Parish Department of Public 
Works (DPW) for the rebuilding and improvement of the 7th Street outfall into Capitol 
Lake by way of the ravine located by the Arsenal Museum.       He noted the signs 
along this area of 7th Street are not sufficient to indicate the hazardous conditions for 
automobile traffic in this area and there  is deterioration under the road which will 
eventually eat out the road in this section.  Additionally, the left side of the culverts 
underneath the road are broken.    Mr. Moore volunteered to provide photographs 
along with a report on this situation for the board's use in contacting DPW.    Secondly, 
Mr. Moore requested the creation of a weir with the inclusion of a trash trap due to the 
fact that half of downtown drains in this area.  Without such a structure, the lake 
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continues to be eyesore with pools of litter.    This structure would be composed of a 
chain link fence to stop and hold the trash which would be cleaned periodically by 
volunteers. 
 
Both Cheryl McCormick and June Peay acknowledged the recent introduction of 
legislation which reflected the sad environmental state of the Capitol lakes.    It was 
suggested that a reference be made to HCR 47 authored by Representatives Chris 
Broadwater and  Stuart Bishop when contact is made with the Department of Public 
Works.   Although this legislation did not pass, this expression of concern is important 
to note.   HCR 47 urged and requested the Department of Environmental Quality to 
report to the Legislature what would be required to clean up the appearance of Capitol 
Lake and to make the water quality appropriate for a fish habitat.   
 
Mr. Gissel suggested City-Parish be contacted to clean up the trees on Spanish Town 
Road before hurricane season.   He noted these trees are lopsided due to trimming on 
the left side to provide for passage of the Spanish Town Mardi Gras parade.   Mr. 
Gissel and Ms. Panula offered to report to the board on the tree situation. 
 
Discussion followed on the BREC-sponsored garden on 7th Street behind the 
Catholic-Presbyterian Apartments.     At the May board meeting a topic of discussion 
was the encouragement of local residents to adopt a plot in this garden.    Ms. Peay 
commented that she had a conversation with two Spanish Town residents who did 
indeed plant an area; however, they were accosted and told to leave the garden 
because it belongs to the residents of the C-P Apartments.    It was decided that Mr. 
Gissel and Ms. Marcantel will meet with the manager of the C-P Apartments to discuss 
the following issues–the fact that some of the C-P residents have been parking on the 
sidewalks, the current use of the garden on 7th Street, and how can the HSTCA better 
interact with the C-P residents to encourage use of the garden and involvement in the 
HSTCA.   It was suggested by Mr. Moore that the HSTCA host some events at the C-P 
Apartments to create a presence.    All members agreed. 
 
Security Committee Chairman Marcantel briefly reported on security issues for  last 
month.  She has requested via the HSTCA Google group volunteers for block captains. 
  Ms. McCormick informed the board there are now security cameras installed on 5th 
street. 
 
Mr. Moore noted that a construction project has closed Kisimit Lane to thru traffic.  
There are three property owners along this lane.    This closure has been effective in 
keeping out auto and foot traffic along with certain criminal activity.      Once the 
construction project is complete, the board will revisit whether this lane should be 
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reopened.     
 
Discussion followed on a recent request by an elected official running for reelection this 
fall to visit with the board.    All members agreed that ALL candidates for public office 
should be invited to the HSTCA annual meeting which will be held in September 2014.  
A date will be announced in the near future. 
 
Rannah Gray, a consultant to Baton Rouge Mayor Kip Holden, has extended an 
invitation to  the HSTCA for the use of a tent downtown in the North Boulevard Town 
Square area for the 2014 New Year's Eve celebration.       It could possibly be used 
as a fundraiser to benefit the HSTCA.    Questions were raised on whether the use of 
the tent for a fundraiser would be legally possible.   A motion was made to consider 
this offer and investigate the possibility of its use as a fundaiser; this motion was 
seconded and adopted without objection by a vote of (9-0).  An announcement will be 
made at the annual meeting if a decision is reached.   
 
Regarding the official website of the HSTCA, Mr. Moore volunteered to post information 
on the current board members and copies of minutes of board meetings.   
 
Discussion followed on the issue of Happy's Running Club and the fact that their routes 
in the neighborhood are not readily available for public information.    Mr. Moore is a 
member of this club and noted that such running groups are part of downtown life.   He 
and Ms. McCormick suggested the board work to establish an agreeable route for these 
races and further involve the DDD which approves the race routes and also request that 
DDD notify the neighborhood of specific information on these races. 
 
The next meeting of the HSTCA will be held on Thursday, July 10, 2014.       
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

June Peay 
Secretary 


