
May 21, 2006                         DRAFT         DRAFT              DRAFT 

 

6:00 p.m. 

The Lobdell House 

711 N. 6
th

 Street, Baton Rouge, La. 

 

Board members present:  Bill Good, Chairman; Jean Carter; Shawn O’Brien; Pat Melancon, Val Lavigne 

 

Also present:  Peggy Good; Derrell Cohoon 

 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

 Minutes of the last meeting were not available for adoption. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 The board reviewed the financial report, which had been emailed to the members prior to the 

meeting, in the treasurer’s absence.  It was noted that the balance in the HSTCA account is more than 

$23,000 and that the cash-on-hand amount that would jeopardize the association’s non taxable status should 

be reviewed so as not to reach that amount, thought to be $25,000.  Mr. Carter moved that the board 

approve the report, Ms. O’Brien seconded, and the board unanimously approved the report. 

 

Filling of Board Vacancy 

 

 The chairman read the association’s by-laws relative to filling a vacancy on the board, noting that 

the vacancy created by the resignation of Andrea Neighbours remained unfilled due to the subsequent 

appointment, Moffitt Aycock being unable to fill the position.  He said the board could fill the vacancy or 

not because of the short amount of time remaining in the term.  Ms. O’Brien nominated Ms. Shannon 

Markward for appointment to the  position, saying that Ms. Markward is a new homeowner in the 

neighborhood whom several members of the board  had met at the previous night’s supper club and who 

expressed interest in participating with the board.  Mr. Carter seconded the nomination, and Ms. 

Markward’s nomination was unanimously confirmed.  

 

HSTCA Website and WiFi Internet 

 

Mr. Carter updated the board on his efforts to revamp the website and to reach an agreement with 

the wireless internet provider, as discussed in previous meetings.  He said that he is ready to meet with his 

contact (Ray something?), who has agreed to host the site on his server, to begin the conversion from the 

existing site.  The fee will be the same as the board is currently paying,  $20 per month, and will include 

programming to allow Mr. Carter to easily download content onto the website himself.  He said that his 

recent attempts to meet with Carlos (name?) of Verge Wireless to obtain a firm proposal have been 

unsuccessful and that he hopes to reach him in the coming week.  Mr. Carter said he will email the board 

members to obtain a consensus on the outstanding issues. 

 

Security 

 

Mr. Good informed the members that he had contracted with Vinson Security for patrols on July 

1-4, July 31, August 1-13, September 1-4, November 23-26, and December 22-31.  He said the dates were 

chosen primarily because of holidays.   

 

Ms. O’Brien moved that May 24-31 be added to the schedule because activity is thought to spike 

when school is dismissed for the year.  Mr. Carter seconded the motion and the board voted unanimously to 

add the dates. 

 



Date for Annual Meeting 

 

The board briefly discussed setting the date for the annual meeting but agreed to defer a decision 

until the next meeting, when Ms. Melancon can avail the committee of the college football schedule. 

 

Removal of Trash Receptacle on Spanish Town Road 
 

 Mr. Good said he had been asked by Darryl Gissel to have the concrete trashcan removed from his 

apartments at 555 Spanish Town Road due to incompatibility with the imminent automated trash pickup in 

the neighborhood.  It was noted that some of the concrete containers, bought by the board a decade or more 

ago, have no liners and are therefore impossible to keep clean.   

 

On motion by Mr. Carter and second by Ms. Lavigne, the board agreed unanimously to have the 

container in question removed and to ascertain that the containers located at the Senior Citizens Park are 

being emptied and maintained. 

 

DDD Update 

 

 Mr. Cohoon announced various items of interest as follows: 

 

-- Bills are pending in the legislature to addressing the use of Tax Increment Financing for the 

Capitol House (Hilton Capitol Center) renovation and expropriation of private property by the 

state for private development. 

 

 The first Go-Zone initiative in the area will be a combination retail/office building at 5
th

 Street 

and North Blvd. 

 

 The Hilton Capitol Center is scheduled to open on August 30
th

. 

 

 The next phase of renovation of the River Center, a ballroom, will begin shortly. 

 

 Lighting of the bike path on the levee between downtown and LSU will be complete by the 

end of the summer.  Bike rentals will be encouraged for use during LSU football season. 

 

 A new director of the State Museum has been appointed, Sam Sanders.1 

 

 The police chief is looking into a reported increase of panhandling in the downtown area. 

 

 There will be a presentation of the Riverfront plan at the LASM on June 8
th

 at 6:30. 

 

Neighborhood Signage 
 

Mr. Carter presented a preliminary proposal he had received for permanent signs for the 

neighborhood announcing the area as being security patrolled.  Additional, removable panels in the signs 

could be printed for various announcements, such as upcoming meetings or payable dues.  He said he 

would contact DPW about placement of permanent signs on rights-of-way, as well as about upgrading 

street lights in the neighborhood.  All members present agreed that the sign design was attractive and 

functional. 

 

Ms. O’Brien agreed to provide a map with possible sign locations designated for discussion 

purposes.   

 

Other Business 
 

 Mr. Good said he would have a draft of a newsletter ready for the next meeting and asked for 

contributions thereto. 



 

 Ms. Good announced that Ms. Kathy Anders had volunteered to prepare the design of the 2007 

Mardi Gras t-shirt.  She will be invited to the next meeting for a preliminary discussion. 

 

 The next meeting will be on Sunday, June 11
th

, 2006, at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 


