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HISTORIC SPANISH TOWN CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
MINUTES 

 

OCTOBER 11, 2004 
 

6:30 P.M.    
The Lobdell House 

711 N. 6TH Street, Baton Rouge, LA 

 
 

Board Members Present:  Peggy Good, vice chairman,  Addie Euba, 

Bill Good, Cheryl McCormick,  Shawn O’Brien and John Sykes 
 

Visitors/Members:   Derrell Cohoon, Jon Donlon, and George Jenne, 
immediate past chairman  

 
Although no longer a member of the board, the immediate past  

chairman, George Jenne, called the meeting to order.  With the presence 

of six board members,  there was a quorum and the regular meeting of 
the Board commenced. 

 
Old Minutes  
 The minutes of the September 13th  meeting were distributed and 

reviewed.  There were no additions or corrections.  A motion to accept the 
minutes as distributed was passed unanimously. 

 The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on September 19th were 
distributed and reviewed.   The official results of the election were 
announced by the Secretary.  Jean Carter, Bill Good, Andrea Neighbours 

and Shawn O’Brien were elected to the HSTCA Board for a two-year term.  
(Carter previously alerted the secretary that he would not be able to 

attend the first meeting because of an out-of-town trip.)    
George Jenne noted a correction in the attachment.  The Secretary 

recorded the change in the official minutes to reflect a membership dues 

total of $440.00 received.  There were no other corrections and the 
minutes were approved unanimously.  

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 

 In the absence of the Treasurer, there was no official report.  The 
current balance of the Association fund’s were $13,242.09 which 
included the deposit of $440.00 of membership funds. 
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Past Chairman’s Address 

 
  George Jenne, immediate past chairman,  thanked the board 

members for their support during his term of office.  He predicted a 
promising future for the association and continued good work 
throughout the neighborhood.   

 
DDD requests contribution 

 
 George Jenne asked the Board to consider a donation to the 
Downtown Development District (DDD) for the distribution of election 

materials relating to the DDD tax on the November ballot.  DDD is 
prohibited by law from using its own funds to produce such materials 
and has sent a letter requesting assistance from local businesses. (A 

copy of the letter was not available for review by the Board.)  Jenne 
reported that the DDD hoped to raise $5500 and suggested that the 

HSTCA contribute $500 towards this effort. 
 Shawn O’Brien inquired about the use of the money.   Derrell D. 
Cohoon, HSTCA representative to the DDD, answered that the monies 

would be used to promote the continuation of the millage tax at its 
present rate. 

 Jon Donlon raised the possibility of the such a donation would 
jeopardize the tax status of the HSTCA.  Cheryl McCormick said that in 

her experience such a donation would not be a problem. 
Addie Euba felt that in recent years the DDD had lost its focus on 

residents and seems more supportive of downtown businesses.  She 

acknowledged DDD’s support of neighborhood projects through the 
HSTCA in past years. 

Cheryl McCormick reminded the Board of quarterly security 
donations to the Security patrols.  George Jenne agreed and said that the 
DDD has been an aggressive supporter of the neighborhood. 

Bill Good reminded the Board that a DDD contribution was not on 
the official agenda and wondered if the HSTCA had separate funds in 

which to participate in the DDD’s promotional effort. 
George Jenne said that he only just received the DDD letter.  Bill 

Good although he appreciated the support of the DDD, was concerned 
that this non-agenda item demanded an immediate decision without 
proper consultation with the Association’s membership. 

Addie Euba agreed the impropriety of considering a non-agenda 
item.   Although she acknowledged  DDD contributions to the HSTCA’s 

security funds, Euba thought DDD’s help to local residents was much 
less than in previous years. 

 Derrell Cohoon reminded the Board that he represents the HSTCA 
on the DDD board and is always willing to bring neighborhood concerns 
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to the attention of the DDD.  Cohoon also mentioned DDD involvement 
with security and street-lighting concerns of the HSTCA. 

 Bill Good also expressed concern that DDD had lost interest in 
historic preservation in favor of business development in the downtown 

area.   
 George Jenne said that DDD was very supportive of the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance and the demolition moratorium.  The DDD also 

helped support a study of downtown buildings and its executive director, 
Davis Rhorer has a sit on the Historic Preservation committee. 

 John Sykes reminded the board of the DDD’s non-existent 
response to the demolition of the Ice House.  

Bill Good felt that it would be impossible to gauge neighborhood 

support without adequate time to consider implications of such a 
donation from HSTCA’s funds. 

 Cheryl McCormick could see no conflict in providing funds without 
stipulation to the DDD.  McCormick operates a Political Action Committee 

(PAC) and could see no associated problems for the HSTCA to make a 
donation to the DDD. 
 With no further discussion, McCormick made the motion that the 

Board authorize the payment of $500.00 to the DDD.  Shawn O’Brien 
seconded the motion.   The vote on the motion was called from the Board 

members.   George Jenne  said he possessed Treasurer J. Jenne’s proxy, 
but the secretary reminded the Board members that proxies must in 

writing, signed and dated by the absent board member.   
Voting in the affirmative were McCormick, Euba, Sykes & O’Brien 

and voting in the negative were P. Good & B. Good.   

 
 A motion to contribute $500 to the DDD’s efforts to distribute 

promotional materials prior to the November election was passed 
by the Board with a 4 to 2 vote.   

 

The Secretary was instructed to notify the Treasurer of the motion. 
 

 Bill Good asked that the Board draft a letter to their legal counsel, 
Allen Kirkpatrick to consider the possible negative implications to the 
Association’s tax status with the I.R.S.  The Secretary agreed to send a 

letter requesting Kirkpatrick’s assistance. 
 

Appointment of Secretary 
 
 A motion was made to re-appoint John Sykes secretary for 

the coming year.  The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

 John Sykes accepted the re-appointment as HSTCA secretary for 
2004-2005. 
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Election of new Board Officers 

 
 The secretary called for nominations for the position of treasurer 

for the HSTCA for the coming year.  The current treasurer Joyce Jenne 
had notified the secretary and Cheryl McCormick that she would be 
unable to fill all of the duties required by the position. 

 John Sykes nominated Peggy Good.  Cheryl McCormick seconded 
the nomination.   

 
Peggy Good was unanimously elected to serve as treasurer 

during the year 2004-2005. 

  
 Peggy Good nominated Addie Euba as vice-chairman.  John Sykes 

seconded the nomination. 
 
 Addie Euba was unanimously elected to serve as vice-
chairman during the year 2004-2005. 

 

  Addie Euba nominated Bill Good as chairman for the HSTCA.  The 
nomination was seconded by Shawn O’Brien and Cheryl McCormick.   

 
 Bill Good was unanimously elected to serve as chairman 
during the year 2004-2005. 

  
 Following the election of new board officers, the immediate past 
chairman George Jenne left the meeting to the sound of applause for his 
past service to the board. 

 
New Chairman’s Address 
 

 The newly-elected Chairman Bill Good addressed the board and 
visitors.   The chairman made brief remarks about how much he and his 

family have enjoyed living in Spanish Town.  Citing the wide diversity of 
residents,  the Chairman said the variety made life more interesting and 
makes Spanish Town a model for the world.  Recalling his previous year 

of service as chairman to the board, the Chairman said he looked forward 
with developing good relationships within the community and its local 

leaders and promoting Spanish Town’s upcoming bicentennial in 2005.   
 
Monthly Board Meeting Schedule  

 
 The board members present agreed that the second Monday of 

each month at 6:30 p.m. would continue to be a convenient time.  The 
next meeting would be held at the same location, 711 N. 6th Street.   
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501(3) c status of HSTCA 
 

 The secretary reported that the current status of the Association is 
501(4)c which is defined as “civic or benevolent” associations.  The status 

limits the association from grants and obtaining tax-deductible 
contributions.   HSTCA records indicate that former Chairman Margaret 
Fox attempted to restore the HSTCA to 501(3)c status, but the secretary 

learned directly from the Internal Revenue Service that the HSTCA status 
remains 501(4)c. 
 The Chairman recommended that we pursue restoring the correct 

status as specified in our current and original by-laws.  The secretary 
offered to prepare the petition to the IRS before the next meeting of the 

Board. 
 
Mardi Gras T-Shirt Fund Raiser 

 
 Cheryl McCormick proposed adopting Jean Carter’s design that was 

used to promote the annual meeting for the 2005 t-shirt.  McCormick 
thought the graphic well-done and would make a superb t-shirt.  Printed 

in pink on black t-shirts, the shirts would be a dramatic change from the 
usual house designs in previous years.   McCormick recommended 
something different for the bicentennial and several board members 

expressed approval of the idea. 
 Shawn O’Brien inquired about the possibility of having one 

sponsor, such as a casino, to underwrite the t-shirts.   The “sponsorship 
quilt” usually printed on the reverse could be reduced to a simple logo on 
the sleeve.  Cheryl McCormick and Derrell Cohoon offered to contact 

Casino Rouge as a possible sponsor. 
 

Bicentennial Year Planning 
    

Treasurer-elect Peggy Good reported that Christine Mickels of the 

newly reorganized Beauregard Town Civic Association is anxious to 
establish a good working relationship with the HSTCA.  They would like 

the two organizations to work as one voice to promote historic 
preservation. 

Derrell Cohoon commented that it would be beneficial to have our 

civic associations to work closely together to promote downtown living to 
the Metro Council.   

Peggy Good also announced that the Board of the Beauregard 
Town Civic Association intended to invite the Spanish Town board to a 
cocktail party in the near future. 

Addie Euba recommended that establish a good relationship with 
the Beauregard Town Civic Association and invite them to an upcoming 
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board meeting.   Euba also suggested have a joint crawfish boil for both 
neighborhoods in the Spring. 

The Chairman proposed devoting the next meeting of the Board in 
planning for the 200th anniversary of the neighborhood.   All board 

members were requested to draft a list of things that they saw to be the 
Association’s priorities for the coming year. 

The Chairman recommended that Board members allow 2 hours to 

discuss all proposals for the Bicentennial.   
 

With no further business, the new Chairman dismissed the meeting. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
John Sykes, Secretary 
 

 
 

THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE HSTCA BOARD WILL BE 
HELD ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8,  2004. 

 

 
 

The monthly meetings of the HSTCA Board of Directors are 

open to the public and its general membership, but all discussions, 
motions, agenda items, are brought before the board by the 

Chairman and members of the board only.  All Association members 
are welcome to suggest agenda items by contacting the Chairman or 
Vice-Chairman prior to a scheduled Board meeting.  

 
 
 


