
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes 

Sunday, February 12, 2011 

5:30 p.m. 

The Basler House 

845 N. 8
th

 St. 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Board Members Present: Jeff Duhé, Chair; Allan Williams; June Pulliam, Recording Secretary; Cherine Patin, 

Treasurer, Derek White, Shawn O’Brien, Michael Beck  

Members/Guests Present: Derrel Cahoon  

Jeff Duhé called the meeting to order at 5:38, there being five (5) board members present. Board members 

Cherine Patin and Derek White arrived later. 

Approval of Minutes 

The minutes were approved as is. 

Cherine Patin announced that she has been able to reconsider her decision and remain with the board. Duhe 

pointed out that as the board never formally accepted Treasurer Patin’s resignation, she was still a board member 

Security Report: Allan Williams reported that in light of several recent daytime crime incidents, we have increased 

the hours per week that police are patrolling for the past three weeks. As a result, the last reported criminal 

activity in the neighborhood has been occurring at night. The extra daytime hours have now been rolled back after 

they have had the desired effect. 

Most recently one person was apprehended in ST for going through 674 8
th

 St, through the backyard and picket 

fence. Neighbors on Bungalow Lane spotted the offender, who was apprehended by the police. The security 

committee has also been in close communication with DPS, the BRPD and the traffic division that handles bike 

patrol. Each time there is an incident, Williams forwards the message to these three groups so they can change 

their patrol hours to change their hours to accommodate our problems. Capt. Virginia Holmes, head of the DPS 

Capitol Detail, has been particularly helpful in abating crime in Spanish Town. 

Duhe emphasized that we need to continue communicating with DPS, BRPD and the traffic division to keep up this 

level of patrol within Spanish Town. Williams concurred, replying that he was surprised by how professional and 

helpful the representatives of each of these units. 

Finally, as we have found that after the parade, there is a momentary uptick in crime, the Board asked Williams to 

request that DPS and BRPD to step up patrol for the next few weeks after this event. 

Treasurer’s Report: Patin reported that In November, all of the HSTCA’s expenditures were for security, totaling 

$1100. As of November, we have spent $7658.75 for security, leaving us a balance of $13,355.00 

In January, we started with $12,405.70, spending $1150 on security, leaving us with $12,405.70. As of January 31
st

, 

we have $6508.78 left for security. As a result, we have approximately six more months of security money left. 



Duhe asked Derrell Cahoon of the DDD whether or not $5000 had been budgeted to the HSTCA to be given to us 

quarterly. Cahoon thought that this was indeed the case. 

Duhe reported that the Board just received a $1000 payment from the production company shooting Breakout 

Kings. Another production company will be shooting in Spanish Town starting the day after Mardi Gras, near 5
th

 St. 

This production company has also agreed to give the Board $1000 to compensate residents for the inconvenience 

Patin requested that we pay our annual postal box rental fee annually rather than every six months. Duhe 

reassured Patin that this method of paying the post box rental feel was acceptable.  

Patin also announced that Allen Kirkpatrick is returning the money he was awarded by the Beautification 

Committee for Yard of the Month to the Board. 

Security Partnership Committee Report: The security partnership committee was supposed to send out letters to 

raise money. Duhe reported that this committee has done nothing since the last meeting as one person in the 

group attempted to attach conditions on the money. This committee member has since resigned. At present,  

Board Member Patin is the only person remaining on the Security Partnership Committee, which needs to regroup 

and rebuild. Derek White wondered if Patin was not the default chair of this committee, or if Duhe must appoint 

someone to be chair. White’s question prompted Duhe to enact the will of the Board and formally asked Patin to 

chair the Security Partnership Committee. O’Brien and Williams agreed to join the Committee, and Duhe 

announced that he as chair is an ex officio of all committees, and so would be there to offer his assistance. 

Beautification Committee Report: White reported that the Beautification Committee met a few weeks ago to 

discuss the Breeden Initiative, which would determine how Rebecca Breeden’s bequest to the neighborhood 

would be implemented. One limiting factor is that David Applegate from SPELL is not available at the moment. 

Michael Beck offered his opinion that we should have two grand entrances to Spanish Town, one on the East End 

at the Potts House and the other on the West end near Whitney Greene’s house. While the design has not yet 

been agreed on yet, the Beautification Committee would like something both commemorating the parade and 

appropriate to Spanish Town. The Committee is also considering pavers to place in the sidewalks, something like 

the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Beck emphasized that as half of the money we can use will come from SPELL, they 

will be able to veto any plans that might impede the progress of the parade. 

Beck also reported on his efforts with Travis Moore to eradicate paper mulberry trees. The original area for which 

Beck secured a grant for this project has been nearly swept of paper mulberries. At present, there is a quantity of 

Round Up left over from the original project which can be used to eradicate paper mulberries throughout Spanish 

Town. Additionally, the neighborhood as access to free labor to help in this endeavor:  Kia Bickham of the Mayor’s 

Office said that she has many volunteers who would be happy to come over and help remove limbs. Beck 

concluded his report by stating that the Committee is currently working to remove  paper mulberries on the 8
th

-9
th

 

St. block between Spanish Town Road and North St. 

DDD Report: Derell Cahoon, the Spanish Town representative on the DDD board, reported that the DDD was 

involved with drafting an ordinance to curb aggressive panhandling in Baton Rouge. This legislation is modeled on 

an ordinance in New Orleans, fining offenders $500 or jailing them for 30 days. Cahoon mused that once this 

legislation is enacted, word would travel quickly among panhandlers about the consequences of aggressive 

solicitation, thus curbing their activity. This ordinance will be introduced by Tara Wicker at an upcoming City 

Council meeting.  



Cahoon also announced that the transit collation been addressing the DDD, and there will be a bond issue before 

the city to fund Baton Rouge’s ailing public transportation system. Cahoon emphasized the importance of public 

transportation in helping working class people get to their jobs and remain employed.  

Finally, Cahoon announced that the DDD will be awarding matching façade grants of $500 for homeowners to 

improve their property. Cahoon also reported that the DDD was attempting to extend the area that would pay 

millage to support the grants. One plan is to extend this area into Old South Baton Rouge, while another is to 

extend the area north into the more industrial area of the city. A third area is the side of Spanish Town to the East 

of I-110.   

Williams inquired of Cahoon who was discussing the redevelopment of I-110. Cahoon reported that Walter 

Monsour and the Redevelopment Alliance were the interested parties, and that the Redevelopment Alliance has 

expropriation powers, the power to fix deeds, and money to take out loans. 

Chairman’s Report and Discussion: Margaret Fox resigned from the Board in January. Duhe talked to the Mayor 

briefly about the HPC changes that we object to such as kicking off the HSTCA’s representation, and he hopes to sit 

down with him later and discuss it more at length. 

Duhe also said he wished to have a different legislator re-file our Security District legislation, perhaps the same bill 

or with slightly different language. Shawn O’Brien said that we need to better educate residents about the 

legislation so that we do not encounter the opposition to the bill that we encountered in 2011. Beck added that 

the problem with the previous legislation was that the properties zoned for commercial use would be taxed 

substantially more than properties zoned for residential use. Many Spanish Town residents own properties zoned 

commercial but nevertheless do not use their properties for this purpose. Beck speculated that many more 

residents would support the Security District legislation if  we either rewrote it so that commercially zoned 

properties would be assessed an amount closer to that assessed residential properties, or if only commercially 

zoned properties that are actually being used for commercial purpose were assessed a higher tax rate. Beck also 

suggested that we reduce the assessments, perhaps to something as low as $50 per household, in order to make it 

more palatable. White thought that we should we should form an ad hoc committee to examine the original 

legislation and decide what sort of bill we need to file. O’Brien added any such committee had to move fast, as the 

filing deadline for the upcoming legislative session is February 25
th

. As a result of this discussion, the Board decided 

to change the legislation so that there would be no distinction of rates between residential and commercial 

properties, and that each would be charged $90. Duhe agreed to rewrite our proposed legislation within the next  

few days and circulate it to the board for their commentary. 

New Business: Beck discussed how the new zoning rules seem  to have some new language concerning 

“demolition by neglect” about a “contributing property,” and he questioned what these changes might imply. One 

of the changes was a narrowing of the meaning of demolition by neglect. Duhe suggested that at our next meeting, 

John Sykes be consulted on this language. Beck also reported that Carolyn Bennett of the Foundation for Historic 

Louisiana said that the changes to the HPC made by the Metro Council were made when she was out of town. 

O’Brien moved we adjourn. Patin seconded the motion. The motion carried, and the meeting adjourned at 7:34. 

 


