
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes  

Tuesday, December10th, 2012 

6:30 p.m. 

at 633 A 8th St. 

Board Members Present: Michael Beck; Stephen Carroll, Travis Moore, Chair;  June Pulliam, 

Recording Secretary; Derek White, Vice-Chair; Cherine Patin, Treasurer; Steven Belflower; Tifani 

Patterson 

Absent Board Members: Christopher Robertson 

Guests: Marie Constantin, Mary Jane Marcantel 

Chair Travis Moore called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

Re-Branding of the Civic Association: Steven Belflower shared his proposal for branding the 

HSTCA with a logo to be used on letterhead, email and any other official communications. The 

new design was approved of by the Board. Patin offered to have printed for the Board 

stationary incorporating the new design. 

Adoption of Minutes from the September and October meetings: After the correction of a few 

typos, Patin moved that we adopt both sets of minutes, and Patterson seconded the motion. 

The minutes were approved. 

Security: Moore reported a few recent incidents such as a resident being followed as she 

returned to her home, a recent burglary, and the theft of some iron railings from outside of a 

residence under construction. The thieves were identified by a nearby security camera, and the 

property has since been recovered. Moore told the Board that he had spoken with residents 

Ben Babin and Lance Bennett about using security funds to install some security cameras 

throughout Spanish Town, which could be a useful tool to cut down on crime. Belflower added 

that these devices work well in other subdivisions.  

Treasurer’s Report: Patin reported that we have right at 15,998.98. Moreover, there are checks 

waiting for us in our post office box. Patin said that she will have our financial reports and 

budget ready to present to the Board after the first of the new year. 

Beautification Report: Yard and garden of the quarter was won by Shelly and May Beth, who 

donated their prize money to the doggy bag fund. Moore reported on the community garden 

located on North Street that the neighborhood is maintaining for the Baton Rouge Youth 

Colition (BRYC). There are plans to help the BRYC that owns it make new beds for the spring. 



When the BRYC anticipates leaving this summer, the Spanish Town group will take full 

ownership of the garden. Moore explained that Phil Templet plans on launching a campaign to 

make the sidewalks walkable in the neighborhood. 

Invasive Pest Project: Beck stated that at present, the cold weather has significantly diminished 

the number of paper mulberry seedlings in the neighborhood. Therefore, he would be spending 

the winter months cutting down with a chainsaw some of the larger paper mulberry trees in the 

neighborhood. 

Ad-Hoc Committee Composition: White suggested that we streamline and officially rename the 

committees outside of the Board. The new proposed committees were to be the Membership 

Committee, the Preservation and Beautification Committee, and the Security Committee. Beck 

objected, saying that he believed that task of preservation was too central to the mission of the 

Board for it to be delegated to a smaller subcommittee. The stated mission of the proposed 

planning committee was to provide aesthetic guidelines. However, the Board should not be 

concerned with “pretty,” but with historic authenticity, which can be found in the historic 

guidelines and the historic zoning ordinance. A discussion ensued about whether the primary 

goal of the Board was for historic preservation, as stated by our charter, or for security, as the 

bulk of the Board’s budget goes towards providing security. Patin suggested that we revise the 

charter so that we include security in our mission statement, as the quality of life and our 

property values were deteriorate if we do not maintain security. White motioned that we 

establish three committees--the Membership Committee, the Preservation and Beautification 

Committee, and the Security Committee--and that we subsequently invite members of the 

association to participate. Patin seconded the motion. As there was no discussion, Moore called 

for a vote. The motion passed unanimously, and Moore stated that shortly there will be an 

email to the paid members asking that they participate in these committees. 

New Business: The new columns erected on the porch 764 Spanish Town Road are historically 

inappropriate. The owner of the property removed the original iron columns from 1937 on the 

portico and replaced them with some 2’ x 4’s.  However, the owner never secured a certificate 

of appropriateness to do this work. This issue was brought to the Board’s attention by our 

Historic Preservation Commission (HPC). Moore stated that he wanted to support the historic 

guidelines that the neighborhood has worked so hard to have implemented and asked the 

Board for input about what action, if any, should be taken. Belflower said that he believed that 

the Board should write a letter to the HPC stating that we would like them to follow the rules. 

White inquired about whether it was within the Board’s prevue to file suit against the offender. 

Beck added that our HPC representative will take the initiative to make a complaint about this 

violation, and that what is generally done in this situation is for private citizens, including Board 

members, to file a complaint with the HPC. Belflower stated that he would be happy to draft a 



letter that the Board could send to the HPC, stating our support for enforcing HPC guidelines. 

The Board will then review the letter via email before Moore sends it out. 

Parade Damage to the Neighborhood: Constantin discussed the damage done to the 

neighborhood by the annual parade, particularly how it causes us to lose dirt on our neutral 

ground after so many thousands of people are walking throughout the neighborhood. 

Constantin reminded the Board of her recent conversations with The Society for the 

Preservation of Lagniappe in Louisiana (SPLL) who sponsors the parade and the media and who 

should pay for the clean up after the parade. Marcantal reminded the Board that in the past, 

the Civic Association paid for prison labor to clean up the neighborhood after the parade, but 

that we had a problem with the inmates in the neighborhood which made the continued use of 

their labor undesirable. Marcantal reminded the Board that when the city gives a permit for a 

parade, it is responsible for the cleanup. However, residents must put their debris in the street 

to be collected by the city, as its workers will not remove debris from private property. 

Beauregard Town has contracted with Chris Nichols who collects the beads for a group who 

sorts them for resale, and then gives their civic association a share of the profits. Marcantel 

suggested that we ask SPLL, the organization that sponsors the parade, for the money to clean 

the property of residents after event. Constantin added that the problem with post-parade 

clean up was that the Board’s efforts have been inconsistent. Instead, we need to have a 

system in place that does not depend on what individuals are on the board.  Constantin also 

suggested that we have block captains permanently assigned to coordinating clean-up efforts in 

the neighborhood. Moore reminded the Board that we were already working with SPLL on the 

Breeden project, and were attempting to secure some funds to do projects in the 

neighborhood. However, those efforts have since stalled after SPLL gave the HSTCA a check for 

$1600 with no strings attached. Moore also asked the Board to remember that the parade 

raises money for charity. Constantin countered that SPLL has never given money to reverse the 

damages caused by the parade.  Pulliam reported that the Parade introduces other problems to 

the neighborhood such as increased crime. Beck proposed that the Board write a letter to SPLL 

about the stalled Breeden project, as well as the problems that the parade creates in Spanish 

Town that money just can’t fix. Moore asked that some members of the Board come up some 

ideas about what we could ask of SPLL regarding clean up past the sidewalk. Beck stated that 

we should appeal to SPLL to create a parade that would not make this big of a mess. Beck and 

Constantin agreed to draft a joint letter to SPLL to present to the Board for the next meeting. 

The Nixon Property: Moore reported that the funding has been secured for the sale of the 

Nixon Property to a new owner. The new owners want to meet with the Board, which will be on 

January 8th at 6:30 Springboard Conference Room in the Kress Building on 3rd St. 



Entergy Tree Removal: Moore told the Board that Entergy asked him if it could remove a drake 

elm at 840 N. 7th that was interfering with the power lines.  Entergy proposed replacing the tree 

with a single stem crepe myrtle. He stated that he would ask Entergy to trim the trees near all 

of our street lights in the neighborhood to improve nighttime visibility. 

Neighborhood Petition for Lower Speed Limits: Moore passed out petitions to Board members 

so that they could canvass the neighborhood for signatures on the petition.  

There being no more new business, Chair Moore proposed that the meeting be adjourned.  

Pulliam motioned that the meeting be adjourned.  Carroll  seconded the motion. There being 

no objections, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 


