
HISTORIC SPANISH TOWN CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of Meeting 
February 17, 2016 

 
The Historic Spanish Town Civic Association (HSTCA) met on Wednesday, February 17, 2016, 
at the office of Southern Strategy, 543 Spanish Town Road, Baton Rouge, LA at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Board Members Present:    Board Members Absent: 
Derrell Cohoon                                                           Addie Dawson-Euba 
Debbie Daniel                                                             Randall Johnson 
Darryl Gissel 
Mary Jane Marcantel 
Cheryl McCormick 
Josie Panula 
Cherine Patin  
 
 

Guests: 
Toni Higginbotham 
Doc L’herrison 
Jane Skerboske 
Marion Territo 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.  Chair Mary Jane Marcantel presided over the 
meeting.   
 
Called for motion for adoption of January 2016 minutes.  Minutes approved with no objections. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Beginning balance in bank account $12,216.15.  There were no deposits.  Expenses were 
$840.00.  Ending balance $11,376.15. 
 
The expenses were for the parade clean up.  There will be a deposit of $1250.00 made for the 
doubloons sold.   
 

Security Report 

02-08-16 Disturbance 700 North Street 
02-10-16 Report of broken window but was old broken window and not crime 
02-12-16 Felony arrest for outstanding warrant when traffic stop made 
 

Beautification 
Mary Jane is monitoring the 311 calls with the DDD.  Many have many resolved but there are 
still those yet to be resolved. 
 
The DDD is rewriting ordinances.  Shortly the issue of sidewalk clearance will be addressed 



with the council.  This will include anything obstructing the sidewalk to include tables, chairs, 
plants, signs. 
 

New Business 

There will be a meeting regarding the new library at the City Council on 2-24-16.  The board 
elected to write a letter in support of the downtown library.  Motion was approved 
 

Old Business 

Letter going out to the State Agencies regarding employees using parking passes obtained 
improperly to park in Spanish Town when they go to work. 
 
Semi-Annual Meeting for the neighborhood will be discussed at the next meeting.  Tentative 
date for the semi-annual meeting 5-5-16. 
 
Street work.  Doc stated that at 704 Spanish Town the drains are clogged causing water to back 
up damaging his property and other property in the area.  Doc was asked to call 311 and file a 
complaint and get a report number and give to Mary Jane where she can address at the DDD 
meeting where the pending 311 issues are discussed. 
 
Toni Higginbotham suggested that we see if we can get the street sweeper to come in periodically 
to clean the streets.  Mary Jane will discuss at the next DDD Maintenance Committee meeting. 
 
HPC is redoing their ordinance.  Gissel discussed the changes suggested at the Planning 
Commission meeting regarding temporary fencing during the parade.  Fencing can go up seven 
days before the parade and removed three days after.  There can be no obstruction on any 
sidewalk during the parade or any other time without getting a permit from the city.  This will be 
a violation of the HPC ordinance if it occurs.  A member of the HSTCA is needed to attend the 
Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Discussion arose about whom to suggest to replace John Sykes on the HPC Board.  Motion was 
made to suggest that Darryl Gissel be suggested as the nominee for the HPC Board to replace 
Sykes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discussion about a complaint from a resident regarding the bad press regarding the parade.  
Motion made to table this matter.  Motion carried. 
 
Comments were made about the Spanish Town Parade clean up being excellent.  Neighborhood 
looked great.  Suggestion was made to send a thank you letter to the Chief of Police regarding 
the early closure of the streets into the neighborhood at 9:00 a.m.  The effect of this closure was 
to turn the neighborhood back into a neighborhood party when traffic was not allowed to come 
into the neighborhood.  Motion was made and carried unanimously. 
 
Next year the police will be put on notice early about the blocking of sidewalks and streets.  The 
police warned those this year and they ignored the warning.  Our officers will deal with this 
situation next year with tickets. 



Parking tickets are being given and enforced through the courts.  Warrants are being issued for 
people who are getting tickets and ignoring them.  Residents need to go and get their parking 
permits. 
 
Complaints were raised about garbage cans being left on the sidewalks day after day.  There is 
currently an ordinance in place and the DDD Maintenance Committee is addressing this issue.  
Education will occur and then the ordinance will be enforced.  Please tell the residents that cans 
cannot be left on the sidewalk day after day. 
 
General discussion about issues with the Parade included the city failing to post no parking signs 
on 9th street causing problems for residents on 9th.  That has already been reported to the city for 
next year.   
 
This year’s new second line prior to the parade was discussed and plans and thoughts are going 
into how to continue this and increase participation for next year to get the neighborhood more 
involved in the Spanish Town Parade.  People who participated this year and the recipients of 
the walk thru by the second line group were very happy with the experience. 
 
The Elysian Apartments were discussed.  A second Elysian will come up at the planning 
commission in March.  There are several issues with the first apartment complex that will be 
discussed with the city. 
 
 

Next meeting 3-9-16 at Southern Strategy at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.. 


