
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes  

Tuesday, July 11th, 2013 6:30 p.m. 
at  

247 Florida Blvd. 

The Downtown Development District 

Board Members Present: Travis Moore, Chair; Derek White, Vice Chair; Cherine Patin, Treasurer; 

Michael Beck; Stephen Carroll; Stephen Bellflower; June Pulliam, Recording Secretary; Tiffani Patterson   

Board Members Absent: Christopher Robertson  

Guests: Captain Russell, BRPD; Mary Jane Marcantel; Darryl Gissell; Dwight and Margaret Fox; Taylor 

Blanche; Toni Higginbotham; Femi Euba; Marie Constantin; Sharon Moss; Ben Babin; Francis and 

Cassandra Shore; Davis Rhorer 

Moore called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Captain Russell, BRPD spoke about neighborhood security. 

Resident Mary Jane Marcantel stated that the BRPD have begun night time patrols over the DDD, ST and 

Beauregard Town. 

Davis Rhorer mentioned an editorial in the Baton Rouge Business Report about neighborhood opinions 

about the store. 

Afterwards, Taylor Blanche, new owner of Spanish Town Market (former Capitol Grocery) addressed the 

group. Blanche said that he did not understand how the store’s selling wine would exacerbate the 

problems that residents describe with loiterers. Blanche expressed the view that the neighborhood was 

on the rise, and that we wanted more traffic through the neighborhood so that potential desirable 

residents would want to move in.  

Resident Femi Euba expressed concern that the store’s obtaining a Class B license would attract more 

traffic to the neighborhood and there would not be sufficient parking. Blanche said that he believed that 

potential customers from out of the neighborhood would want to park on 5th St. and walk through the 

neighborhood to visit the store, and that traffic problems couldn’t get any worse since we just didn’t 

have the capacity for it. Moreover, the Spanish Town Parking Tag Program would help prevent this 

problem.  Blanche also stated that he did have plans to improve foot traffic with features such as a 

water fountain for pedestrians and their dogs, as well as cyclists. 

Resident Sharon Moss said that she believed that the question on residents’ minds was whether or not 

we would be located next to a bar if the store obtained a Class B license.  Blanche also explained that he 

is not going into the restaurant business per se, and that the Class B license does not permit him to sell 



alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises. Nor would he keep the store open later than 9 

p.m. He also stated that he would be selling wine as well as hard liquor at a price that all would agree 

would be fair, but it will not be a package liquor store that would cause problems for the neighborhood.  

Moss also observed that the people present at this evening’s meeting were rarely patrons of the store, 

and that our community should support Blanche by patronizing his business. Resident Ben Babin 

concurred, adding that Blanche was working to make the store into a real neighborhood grocery store. 

Resident Marie Constantin complained that the store has been a bad neighbor in that it has already 

caused parking and trash problems for residents, and that he should have met with residents as an act 

of good faith before applying for this license. Board Member Carroll countered that he didn’t see where 

parking is a problem, that we have a permit program already, and that he did not see evidence of any 

trash problems.  

Resident Darryl Gissell asked if his store model would be affected adversely if he were unable to sell 

liquor. Taylor’s fiancé said that in order to be competitive, the store needed to expand all facets of their 

business. They were not only applying for a liquor permit, but also applying for a grant in order to be 

able to sell produce. Blanche replied that selling liquor would bring more business to the store as more 

patrons would be able to fulfill their grocery needs at the store as a consequence. 

Resident Francis Shore expressed support for Blanche, as he has made the store a cleaner and nicer 

place to shop since taking it over. Shore stated that he has talked with residents on North 8th street 

where he resides, and that they all agree that Taylor is a trustworthy person who should be able to sell 

what he wants to. 

Gissell stated that he hoped that Blanche would be responsive to the concerns of the neighborhood as 

we have had problems in the past when former owners were scornful of the neighborhood’s needs.  

Gissell also expressed a concern about whether or not a new owner might use the license to make the 

market into a package liquor store.  Secretary Pulliam pointed out that the liquor license was not 

transferrable to a new owner, and so a new owner could not just seamlessly piggyback on the old 

license to turn the market into a package liquor store. Rather , a new owner would have to apply for a 

completely new liquor license in order to turn the store into a package liquor outlet.  

Blanche closed by saying that he wanted to prevent the store from turning into a liability for the 

neighborhood, and that it would never be handed off to someone like the previous owner, who was not 

even a resident of Spanish Town and who was more concerned with running a convenience store and 

plate lunch business for people who work at the Capitol than he was with maintaining a working grocery 

store for the neighborhood. 

Moore thanked everyone for participating, and closed the meeting at 7 p.m. 

 


