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Neighborhood 

website remodeled 

  The website of the Historic Spanish Town Civic 

Association (HSTCA) has moved to www.hstca.org. 
It’s been redesigned so information is easier to find, 
features attractive pictures of the neighborhood and 
removes passé flamingoes.  

Please visit our volunteer-maintained site for 
information on initiatives, neighborhood 
improvements, Historic District news and guidelines, 
and the minutes of neighborhood meetings. 

The neighborhood association now accepts 
contributions online. Paypal is a secure, online 
method to deliver membership dues and donations 
directly to the HSTCA. The recipient address is 
hstcabr@gmail.com. 
 

Grants available 

to residents 

 

  If you’ve been thinking about sprucing up your 

home or other Spanish Town property, the time is 
right to get some help. The Downtown Residential 
Façade Improvement Grant Program encourages and 
assists property owners to restore and improve the 
appearance of their residential properties. It’s 
administered by the Downtown Development 
District (DDD). 

Grants are available up to $500.00 per property, to 
be used toward eligible improvements. These grants 
require a 50% match and do not have to be paid 
back as long as the property owner meets the 
general requirements of the program. There is a limit 
of one grant per property. 

Homeowners are encouraged, wherever possible, to 
make improvements that restore the structure’s 
original character. The Downtown Development 
District will assist in identifying those features, when 
requested. Careful adherence to the procedures and 
standards is encouraged. This program is intended to 
provide both financial and intellectual support, 
which ultimately will contribute to Downtown’s 
character and community. 

Eligible Applicants and Locations: All property 
owners located within the Downtown Development 
District boundaries, including Spanish Town. 

Eligible Improvements are exterior façade 
improvements visible from the public right of way. 
Including the following but not limited to: 
  • Landscaping 
  • Painting 
  • Repairing, replacing and/or adding cornices, 
entrances, doors, windows, details, porches. 
  • Adding or replacing appropriate lighting or other 
design elements to enhance exterior character, 
and/or where period-appropriate materials are used. 
  • Priority will be given to proposals where the 
improvements will restore the structure to its 
original character, and/or where period-appropriate 
materials are used. 

Contact the Downtown Development District at 
DDD2@brgov.com or (225) 389-5520. 
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Let’s Keep Up the Clean - with dog bags 

By Shawn O’Brien The late Father Howard Hall, always active on the neighborhood's Beautification 

Committee, coordinated with the DDD to have dog waste bag stations located in the neighborhood. This was at the 
same time boxes were going up throughout downtown. The project has proven to be successful and use of the 
boxes and bags continues to grow, for which dog owners and non-owners alike are grateful. The upkeep for the 
project, however, has proven to be a burden. The DDD never intended to supply the bags and the civic association 
can ill-afford to purchase them with existing funds, which are mostly earmarked for security patrols. 

As the coordinator for this project, I'm asking neighbors to consider donations to the cause, whether you and your 
dog use the bags or want to actively prevent dog poop in your yard by encouraging the habit of using bags. I've 
shopped for the best deal on biodegradable bags, and price breaks are offered for a volume purchase. It's not a 
great deal of money unless it's coming out of one pocket! Five thousand (5,000) bags cost $195, and I would like to 
add box stations ($79 each) as funds are available. 

To help with this effort, please send a check payable to HSTCA, P. O. Box 3282, Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3282, with 
a notation clearly designating the Doggie Bag Project, in whatever amount you think is appropriate or affordable. If 
you were to donate enough for an additional dispenser box, we'll install it wherever you like! The form at the back 
of this newsletter includes an area for contributing. 

If you observe that a box needs attention, please send an email to hstcabr@gmail.com. 

Mulberry no more 

By Michael Beck  Background: The Spanish 

Town Invasive Pest Project (STIPP) was founded by 
Michael Beck, Dave Hinson, and Brian Robson in July of 
2011 to apply for a “Love Your Block” grant from the 
Baton Rouge Mid-City Redevelopment Alliance. All three 
of the principals belong to the Historic Spanish Town Civic 
Association but the STIPP was formed independent of the 
HSTCA in order to leave the Beautification Committee of 
the HSTCA some latitude to apply for grants 
independently from us. 

The purpose of the project was to fully eradicate the 
paper mulberry tree, Broussonetia papyrifera, on one city 
block; the block bounded by Spanish Town Road, Lakeland 
Drive, North 6

th
 Street, and North 7

th
 Street. Eight months 

of regular monitoring and selective herbicide application has paid off. An inspection on June 28, 2012 confirmed 
that the paper mulberry has been completely eradicated inside the project area. 

The STIPP now enters two new phases:  

1. Monitoring the project for new infestation. Female trees survive outside the project area and produce 
fruit that birds carry.  This line of propagation is slow and easy to contain with moderate vigilance. 

2. Ongoing eradication outside the project area. Neighbors have contributed hours of hard labor in this 
endeavor.  An additional block, bounded by North Street, Spanish Town Road, N 8

th
 Street, and N 9

th
 

Street, has been reduced to low vegetation that can be finished off with herbicide. The Mayor’s office has 
offered volunteers for tree cutting and hauling jobs.

Kia Bickham, of the Mayor's Office, holds an axe and 
Malayan parang. At right is Charlie Biggar of the HSTCA 
Beautification Committee. 
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Parking plan protects us 

The Spanish Town parking plan was enacted by 

the Metro Council at the request of the 
neighborhood. Especially during Legislative sessions, 
parking spots were being overwhelmed by visitors to 
the Capitol. Residents were unable to park near their 
homes.  

Now, only verified residents and registered guests 
may use Spanish Town streets to park between 6 AM 
and 6 PM weekdays. 

For details and requirement for hang tags, visit 
http://brgov.com/dept/dpw/traffic/11504.htm 

 

Stay in touch with 

neighbors 
 

The Spanish Town Email List is 

confidential and used to send important 
notices, neighborhood announcements 

and invitations, and news of activities downtown. 
Because of resident turnover, it can be difficult to 
keep the list up-to-date. 

 
Please help strengthen our community by asking 
new neighbors to send an e-mail to 
hstcabr@gmail.com and join our mailing list. It 
would be helpful if landlords would offer new 
tenants this information. 

 

Last year, HSTCA Board Secretary June 

Pulliam created a Google Group 
dedicated to disseminating information 
regarding security issues. To subscribe to 

the forum, contact her at hstcabr@gmail.com or 
junepulliam@gmail.com. 
 
The HSTCA Security Group is a “listserv,” enabling 
subscribers to both send and receive information 
relevant to security in the neighborhood. When a 
message is sent to this address, all subscribers 
instantly receive the note. Please exercise discretion 
and courtesy in language. 
 
Enrolling in one list does not automatically include 
your name on both lists. Please add your name to 
the Membership list, Security list, or both. 

 

Residents addressing feral cat issue 

By June Pulliam  Areas of our neighborhood are home to colonies feral cats. Some might be tempted to 

see these cats as nuisances because they don’t understand the positive contributions the cats make to the 
neighborhood or that these colonies are reasonably well managed. In fact, these colonies perform two valuable 
services for our neighborhood. 

Nearly all of the cats in Spanish Town have been fixed and received rabies shots through the neighborhood’s Trap, 
Neuter/Spay and Release (TNR) program, which was originally sponsored by Cat 
Haven. Worldwide, TNR is a proven and cost-effective practice to control cat 
populations. Humane traps are set, and cats are taken to be spayed or neutered 
and given a rabies vaccination before they are returned to the area. 

Cats are territorial creatures, so releasing them into a new area after capture would 
put their lives at risk. They might be unable to find food readily, or at all, or might 
be run off by other cats in the area that do not recognize the newcomers.  TNR cats 
are easy to recognize by their tipped ears (illustration). This identification lets 
anyone (including EBR Animal Control) know the cat is no longer fertile and therefore no longer a public nuisance. 
Spayed and neutered cats can’t breed, so they don’t roam as far, fight nearly as much, or spray to mark territory. 
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The feral cats of Spanish Town are working hard for you in two important ways. First, the cat colonies actually stop 
more cats from moving into the neighborhood. A colony with a population that has been stabilized through 
spaying/neutering prevents new cats from joining the group. Second, the cat colonies help keep down the rodent 
population, a service we all benefit from here in Spanish Town where old wooden buildings are attractive to rats. 

Spanish Town’s TNR program has been enormously successful. Before its inception in 2004, it was a common sight 
to see several new cats or kittens in the neighborhood each month. Nearly a decade later, we know that TNR is 
working. It is far less common for new cats and kittens to appear in Spanish Town, and rare is the feline without 
the tell-tale notched ear. Moreover, many neighbors have come to enjoy the feral cats who take up residence on 
their porches or under houses. The cats are familiar presences that interact with their humans in many ways in 
spite of their aversions to being touched, or getting too close to the people who share their domiciles. Next time 
you see a neighborhood TNR cat, you might offer it some thanks for a job well done.

Annual Meeting slated 

for September 23  

  The 2012 Annual Meeting of the Historic Spanish Town Civic 

Association is 5 to 7 PM Sunday, September 23. All residents and 
friends are invited to gather as a community to discuss plans and 
progress. This year’s event will be at the Parish Hall adjacent to the 
Cathedral of St. Joseph, 412 North Street. 

HSTCA volunteers have gathered prizes from merchants, restaurants 
and other businesses. Winners must be present to claim prizes. 

This is “our” annual party, a great chance to gather with new and old 
friends. Donations collected for the Security Fund are expended on 
off-duty police patrols. 

A petition to lower the speed limit on Spanish Town Road will be 
presented to residents for their consideration. 

To view the organization’s charter, previous meeting minutes and 
other information about HSTCA and Spanish Town, please visit 
www.hstca.org. 
 
Payment of Membership dues may be made at the Annual Meeting. 
To avoid waiting in line at the Annual Meeting, please consider 
remitting your contributions early, by mail to Box 3282, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70821 or through Paypal, a secure, free, internet method to 
deliver membership dues and donations directly to the HSTCA. The 
recipient address is hstcabr@gmail.com. 
 
Candidates for the HSTCA Board are: Steven Belflower, Jary Claflin, 

Liz Mangham, Mary Jane Marcantel, Shawn O’Brien, Tiffany 

Patterson, June Pulliam, Christopher Robertson, and Phil Templet. 

 

The Beautification Committee 

We thank all in Spanish Town who 

made an extra effort this year in 

preserving and improving the 

character of our neighborhood. If 

you would like to be part of future 

improvement partnerships, please 

email hstcabr@gmail.com 

We are working in three areas: 

1. Help Me Help You. If you 

suggest an area of Spanish Town be 

cleaned or improved, 

and are willing to assist with 

manpower, we’d like to help make 

your project a reality. 

2. Eradicate Paper Mulberry. A 

select volunteer committee has 

targeted the removal of this species. 

If your yard is infested, we would 

like to assist in removing it and 

preventing its return. 

3. Going Out on a Limb. We will 

continue to trim plant materials 

obscuring street lights and 

pedestrian and vehicle corridors, 

and plant new trees. 
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Another block to 

be shaded by elms 

(Well, in about five years) 

Pictured, right: Residents and volunteers Tiffani 
Patterson and Todd Beatty plant a tree 
delivered by Diane Losavio of Baton Rouge 
Green, which donated the Drake Elm to extend 
the Spanish Town Road tree canopy. The work 
was done in April as part of a continuing HSTCA 
effort to invest in the overall attractiveness of 
the neighborhood. 

 

Thanks to Our 2011 & 2012 Annual Meeting Sponsors 

2011 Patrons 

 

Baton Rouge Coca Cola Bottling 

The Louisiana Beer Industry League 

Schlitz & Giggles Pizza 

Southern Strategy Group 

 

 

2011 Prize sponsors

$100 card, The Wine Loft 

$25 tab, Red Star 

$30 card, Capital City Grill 

$50 tab, Happy’s Irish Pub 

$50 card, Tsunami Restaurant 

$50 card, Stroube’s Steak House 

$50 card, The Little Village 

Concrete flamingoes, Mike Strain, DVM 

Print of Tabby’s, Moffett Aycock 

Bark Cloth Art, Invasive Pest Project 

Handcrafted Jewelry, Shawn O’Brien 

LA House Throw, Rep. Michael Jackson 

LA House Throw, Rep. Patricia Smith 

LA Senate Throw, Sen. Yvonne Dorsey 

Dozen eggs & peppers, June Pulliam 

One hour massage, Massage Emporium 

Year Membership, LSU Museum of Art 

Six pint glasses, The Bulldog Pub 

Spice Basket, Keogh, Cox & Wilson, Ltd. 

$20 cards, Boudreaux & Thibodaux’s 

$25 cards & Shirt, Pastime Lounge 

$25 cards, Chelsea’s Café 

$25 cards, Lucy’s Retired Surfer Bar 

Tickets, Shirts & mugs, Manship Theater

2012 Patrons 

Baton Rouge Catholic Diocese 

Baton Rouge Coca Cola Bottling 

The Louisiana Beer Industry League 

Schlitz & Giggles Pizza 

2012 Prize Sponsors 

Bark Cloth Art, Invasive Pest Project 

Calvin’s Bocage Market 

Carriage’s 

Chocollage 

Dearman’s 

Main Street Market 

Paper N’ Things 

Raffaele’s Bouique 

One hour massage, Massage Emporium 

Dozen eggs, June Pulliam 

Vintage Spanish Town T Shirt, Shawn O’Brien 

 

With more prizes still being collected!



Banner 'Nanners 

By Shawn O’Brien  If rainy weather keeps up through the summer, this should be a banner year for 

"Spanish Town Bananas.” Some people appear to be unaware that they're edible and will cut the bunches off to 
keep the tree growing. If you're lucky enough to have any of the large variety with the huge, deep purple blooms, 
rest assured that they are delicious! 

It takes a long time and ample rain for a bunch to ripen, and some years they just don't make it. Look for fruit to 
get about as big around as a "regular" banana but not as long. Leave them on the tree until they start to turn 
yellow, or even pull the tree down themselves with the weight of the bunch. Cut the bunch with a long serrated 
kitchen knife. They're scrumptious (if you don't believe me, just drop them off at my place) and useable at every 
stage of ripeness, from "regular" banana texture to blackened peels and translucent, pudding-like fruit, with 
recipes appropriate for every stage from eating out-of-hand to Bananas Foster to Banana Bread and smoothies. 
Freeze in a single layer for some of these uses – you'll have plenty. 

Tropical Banana Smoothie: Blend very ripe bananas with any manner of coconut (milk, water, extract, or meat) and 
fresh lime, along with unflavored protein powder or any other healthy boosters of your choice and a stretcher like 
plain yogurt or soy milk, or even H2O if you're only using extract.  

Exotic Banana Smoothie: Blend the fruit with ground cardamom plus those same boosters and stretchers. 

Spanish Town Bananas Foster: Fry very ripe bananas in a black skillet with plenty of butter, and add brown sugar 
and cinnamon at the end to make a glaze. Alternately, do the same in a baking dish and cook in the oven for a large 
quantity. This can be served with ice cream or whipped cream or brandy. (Who's gonna bring this one to Potluck?) 

 

HSTCA MEMBERSHIP AND CONTRIBUTION FORM 

Checks are payable to HSTCA. HSTCA keeps addresses, phone numbers and emails confidential. Only Members in 
good standing may vote at HSTCA meetings such as the Board election September 23. 

Name ______________________________________________________________________  
Address ____________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip ________________________________________________________________  
E-mail _____________________________________ Phone ___________________________  
 
Membership: Individual $40          Household $60            Student or Senior $20 
Suggested Security Patrols Contribution: Resident $120           Landlord $240 per building  
Improvement contribution: Doggie Bags $ ________   
 
Enclosed is my contribution of $ __________________.  
Include my email address on the Spanish Town Security Alerts list. Y           N  
Include my email address on the Spanish Town News email list. Y            N  
I wish to assist with: Beautification          General Fundraising        Preservation         Security Fundraising 

 

Helping just got easier! 

The neighborhood association now accepts contributions online. Paypal is a secure, free, internet method to 
deliver membership dues and donations directly to the HSTCA. The recipient address is hstcabr@gmail.com. 
 
Please return to HSTCA Box 3282, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
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