
HISTORIC SPANISH TOWN CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

May 18, 2008 

 

 

6:00 p.m. 

The Lobdell House, 711 N. 6th Street, Baton Rouge, La. 

 

Board members present:  Bill Good, Chairman; Shawn O’Brien, Vice Chairman; David Brown, Peggy Good, Shannon 

Markward, Pat Melancon 

 

Board members absent:  Gene Ransome, Melissa Eastin, Holley Vaughn 

 

 

Adoption of Minutes  

 

Minutes of the previous meeting were reviewed and adopted subject to a correction on Page 1, on a motion 

made by David Brown and seconded by Shannon Markward. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

The board reviewed the financial report as presented by treasurer Peggy Good.  She reported a balance of 

$20,718 after withdrawals for security patrols in the total amount of $500 and receipt of a $3,000 grant from the 

Society for the Preservation of Lagniappe in Louisiana from its 2008 Mardi Gras parade proceeds which is earmarked 

for beautification or other neighborhood improvement projects.  

 

Shawn O'Brien moved that the report be accepted, Pat Melancon seconded, and the report was accepted by 

the board. 

 

DDD Report 

 

The DDD Report was waived in the absence of Derrell Cohoon, the board's representative on the DDD 

Commission.  

 

Chairman's Report 

 

Bill Good reported that he had sent a letter regarding the Board's choice of John Sykes to serve as the neighborhood's 

representative on the Historic Preservation Commission. 

 



a)  Newsletter/SOP.  Bill reported that the Spanish Town Journal was due to be sent out in August and would 

include information on the election of the new board and annual membership party in September.  He said he also 

planned to write a list of standard operating procedures to pass to the new board.   

 

b)  September membership meeting.   Bill said he would follow up on a suggestion to use the SPLL grant to 

fund the membership party.  It was noted that the second terms of Shawn O'Brien and Bill Good will expire in 

September but members were not certain which of the other positions were due to expire in the alternate-year 

rotation.  Discussion of logistics for the party/meeting was deferred. 

 

c)  Web Site.  Shannon Markward is to follow up on the accuracy of what has been loaded onto the HSTCA 

website.  She asked that the secretary transmit meeting minutes in the body of an email rather than in a formatted 

word processing document for that purpose. 

 

d)  Historic markers. Bill will request that the marker project be put on an agenda for Metro Council approval to 

install. 

 

e) Tee shirts. Peggy asked for and received approval to sell remaining 2008 Mardi Gras t-shirts for $5.  The 

inventory of unsold shirts is large. 

 

f)  Zoning issue.  Signs have gone up on a parcel of land adjacent to the former Insurance Building site 

advertising that it is available for contract parking, in contravention of the parcel's zoning designation.  Members 

discussed what could be done to rectify the situation. 

 

g)  Parking permit project.  David Brown reported that he will ascertain whether the photo survey submitted by 

the Board to DPW was received. 

 

Other Business 

 

The Board discussed methods of fundraising other than the annual t-shirt sale, since sales have been down in the last 

1-2 years.  Some ideas put forth included selling Mardi Gras posters, obtaining corporate sponsors, raising security 

dues, selling beer on Parade Day instead of t-shirts (possibly paying bartenders, check on availability of Darryl Gissel's 

parking lot at Spanish Town  Road and Sixth Street), and designing a more general Spanish Town t-shirt without 

dates which could be sold year-round. 

 

The next meeting of the board will be on June 8th, 2008. 


