
Historic Spanish Town Civic Association Board of Directors 

Minutes 

Sunday, 8 July 2012 

5:30 p.m. 

The Basler  House 

845 N. 8th St. 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Board Members Present: Jeff Duhé, Chair; Allan Williams, Shawn O’Brien, Michael Beck, Moore 

Moore, Stephen Carroll, and June Pulliam 

Guest Members Present: John Sykes 

 

Chair Jeff Duhé called the meeting to order at 5.42 p.m., there being a quorum. 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from May were approved with the following changes suggested 

by Shawn O’Brien:  

Removed was the reference to whether or not the HSTCA is a 501 c corporation.  

The sidewalk plaques that are currently under consideration by the Beautification Committee 

would commemorate Spanish Town Parade Royalty, not members of SPELL.  

Page 2 of  May’s minutes should be amended to remove language reflecting that no action was 

taken on the proposed signs advertising that the neighborhood is patrolled by State Police, not 

that the action to purchase these signs was approved.   

O’Brien moved that we accept the changes to the minutes that she suggested. Beck seconded 

the motion, which carried. 

Duhé motioned that the April minutes be approved as submitted. Stephen Carroll seconded  

the motion, and the change carried. 

New Business: Allan Williams moved that a letter be sent to Mayor Kipp Holden and cc’ed to 

Brian Mayer requesting that John Sykes be reappointed as the HSTCA’s represented to the 

Historic Preservation Commission. Michael Beck seconded the motion to submit the letter. The 

motion carried unanimously.  

 



Beck discussed the collection of Spanish Heraldry that he found that might be useful as a 

symbol for the HSTCA as we have no current logo at present.  

Website: Recording Secretary June Pulliam presented to the Board the HSTCA’s new website, 

which is located at hstca.org. She further announced that no Board monies would be spent on 

the site, as she purchased the domain name and web space as a gift to the Board on the 

condition that she maintain control of the site. Moore Moore commented that as people 

searching for our site might look for the Spanish Town Civic Association rather than the HSTCA, 

we might consider purchasing other domains that could redirect traffic to our new site He also 

requested that we  add a homeowners resource link. Duhé added that we should continue to 

discuss the website at subsequent meetings so that we can decide what would be useful to add 

to it. O’Brien also requested that we put instructions on the site about joining mailing list, as 

well as the Google security group that is maintained by Pulliam. 

Security Report: Williams reported that we have had so little crime to report this summer that 

it has been as quiet as it has been since he moved into the neighborhood in 1990. Carroll added 

that he noticed some new tenants on 9th who are already aware that we ask people to take 

pictures and call the police when they see suspicious activity in the neighborhood. 

Beautification Committee: Moore reported that the committee will wait until the fall when the 

weather is more temperate to commence new clean-up activities. At present most of the 

Committee’s effort is being put into the Breeden Project. Our relationship with SPELL has 

deteriorated through group email and reply all messages, which have caused some uncivil 

communication. Moore opined that face to face contact would be a superior method of 

communication as it might cut down on some of these rancorous exchanges. As a consequence, 

little progress has been made in the Breeden project.  

Beck said that he believes that we can deal with SPELL, but that we also need to have a wider 

discussion with that organization about other issues such as the damage done to the 

neighborhood by the parade. Beck noticed SPELL’s website does not even acknowledge 

supporting the beauty and character of Spanish Town. Beck also reported asking SPELL to stop 

putting beads in neighborhood trees in future. Beck reminded the Board that in 2006 there was 

talk of the parade being moved a block away to North Street as the BRPD finds it difficult to 

police the event when it passes through the narrow throughway of Spanish Town Road 

Williams inquired about whether or not there were any other suggestions about what the 

Breeden money could be used for to beautify Spanish Town, to which Moore replied that  

Moore replied that the Breeden family merely requested that the Board and SPELL collaborate 

to commemorate Parade Royalty in some tangible way. SPELL wanted a walk of fame of 

commemorative plaques down Spanish Town Road, whereas the Board prefers that any such 



artwork be distributed throughout the neighborhood. Williams offered his belief that plaques in 

the sidewalks would be extremely undesirable.  Moore pointed out that adding the plaques 

would permit us to get the funds to improve sidewalks overall. Other Board members, 

however, expressed their doubts about having such plaques located in front of their homes.   

Discussion of the proposed commemorative plaques turned to whether they would include the 

image of the flamingo, the symbol of the parade, or something not related to the parade, as the 

flamingo is not the official symbol of Spanish Town. Moore acknowledged the tension between 

various groups in the neighborhood who supported the flamingo logo or other images that 

might better reflect the historic character of Spanish Town. Williams suggested that the plaques 

would be deleterious to the community, causing us to slowly but surely become identified more 

with the Parade than with our historic character. Beck offered that as the neighborhood lacks 

an official symbol, that perhaps the lion from one of the Spanish flags might be fitting. He also 

stated his opinion that the Board was hasty when it approved taking the money from the 

Breedens without first addressing the neighborhood’s issues with SPELL. Beck acknowledged 

that Moore was doing a very good job working with this very delicate situation. 

Moore motioned that the Board take the $1600 that SPELL gave to us without conditions and 

dedicate it towards the Breeden Projec6, which would permit us to say we use the money for 

something benefitting all interested parties.  Beck seconded the motion, and discussion ensued. 

Williams motioned that we should have a way of keeping the money should all parties not be 

able to agree on a project. Therefore, appended to the motion was the condition that the 

$1600 would be put into the HSTCA’s general fund if the Breeden project did not come to 

fruition in three years. O’Brien seconded the amended motion, which carried with no 

opposition. Duhé told Moore that he is welcome as chair of the Beautification committee to 

send SPELL a letter officially communicating to them the Board’s actions.  

Beck reported that the Spanish Town Invasive Project, which is not part of the HSTCA, is nearly 

complete. The original project area bounded by 7th St., 6th St., Spanish Town Road and Lakeland  

are nearly free of paper mulberry trees. The Invasive Pest Project Group has now undertaken 

several other eradication projects in the neighborhood including the block bounded by 9th St., 

8th St., and Spanish Town Road. 

Chairman’s Report: Duhé asked the Board to fund the security signs informing would-be 

lawbreakers that the neighborhood is patrolled by State Police, since it would mean that we 

could put the signs up sooner rather than waiting until Homeland Security meets at a much 

later date. We would need 10 signs to be placed at all the walkable entrances to Spanish Town. 

Williams added that we also need to place a sign at the Store and on each block. Beck 

commented that we need to buy a few more so that we have spares. Duhé mused that putting 

up a few signs might prompt the state to pay for more of them. Williams motioned that the 



Board purchase 20 specialty signs, at a total cost of $560, advertising that Spanish Town is 

patrolled by State Police. The purchase would be contingent on State Police and traffic 

engineering approval.  The motion was seconded by O’Brien, and the motion carried.  

O’Brien led the discussion about the upcoming Annual Meeting. Tasks to be accomplished at 

this meeting include setting a date, asking Liz at Southern Strategies if we can hold the meeting 

on her property, finding raffle items, ascertaining the number of Board vacancies, and putting 

out a newsletter. A special planning meeting was suggested for Tuesday, July 31st at 6 p.m. at 

June Pulliam’s house in addition to the monthly meeting on Sunday, August 12th. Moore 

suggested announcing a specific time when voting will commence at the Annual Meeting so 

that people can more easily add write in candidates if they wish. Duhé suggested that we also 

have a period prior to the voting where each candidate can make a minute long statement. The 

names of candidates who will be on the printed ballots must come from the membership. 

Moore volunteered to solicit our same annual meeting place.  

Finally, Duhé announced that effective immediately he was resigning as Board Chair. Williams 

moved to accept the resignation, which Beck seconded. The motion carried. Vice Chair Moore is 

now Acting Chair until the new Board is elected. Moore will simultaneously serve as Acting 

Chair and Vice Chair 

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 7:15. Pulliam motioned to adjourn 

the meeting. Duhé seconded, and the motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 


